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It was the origkuU intention of the Pnblisheni of the fol-' 
lowing sheets, simply to present the public with a series of 
highly finished engravings of the anns of the seven} iikcor« 
porated companies of Newcastle upon Tyne, with explana« 
tory lettpr-piess, supplying the deficiencies, and correcting 
the errors- of former editions ; they were, however, ultimately 
mduced to extend their plan, and to annex such an abstract 
of the reEqpective charters of incorporation, as would be suf- 
ficiently limited for convenient reference, without omitting 
any ihing of material importance, and to introduce such 
other intelligence as had kindly been afforded them. 

As a proper acc<»npaniment to these, sonie account of 
the Corpus Christ! plays, anciently performed by the tra-^ 
ding societies of Newcastle, and mentioned in most of the 
companies' books, has been inserted* To the particulars 
transmitted by Brand, some other notices intimately connect- 
ed therewith, have been prefixed; these notices which are 
chiefly extracted from a recent publication, entitled "An* 
cient Mysteries described,'^ relate to similar exhilntions in 
^London, York, Chester, Coventryt &c. and are introduced 
with a design to illustrate the general method of conducting 
this species of entertainment, rather than to compensate for 
any deficiency of local information on a subject so highly 
interesting. 

Brand, in his History of Newcastle, aDuding to the cop- 
per-plate print of the arms of the incorpomted companies of 
that town, published there in 1776, by William Whitehead 
and Thomas Jameson, observes that ''they are copies, but 
not exact ones, of those of the societies of London, in Stowe's 
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Survey of that City" Now> certain it is, that with the ex-^ 
ception of the seals of the societies of Merchants, Masters 
and Mariners, and Hoastinetf, no special grant of arms 
has ever been made to the incorporated companies oC New- 
castle upon Tyne; — ^the only source then from which the 
arms used by them can consistently be derived, must be 
those of the societies already mentioned, md the absurdity 
of departisg from the originals, even in the slightest degree/ 
must be sufficiently obvious to every individual at all con-' 
versasit in heraldry. 

The information necessary to this department of the pre-' 
sent work, the Publishers beg to observe, has been derived 
from the most authentic sources, amongst which they would 
mention Edmondson's Complete Body of Heraldry as the 
principal, and, undoubtedly, the best authority extant on' the 
subject ; at the same time, such altefatiolis as have been 
subsequently made, or sanctioned by the proper authorities, 
have been duly attended to ; and the particidar care and at- 
tention which have been paid to the. drawing and engraving 
of the arms, will, they trust, render it not ucrworthy the ^s- 
tinguished patronage with which they have been honoured. 

A glossary, explaining the technical terms used in the 
course of the work, has also been added, for the greater con-' 
venience of such persons as may be unacquainted with the 
science of heraldry. 

It now becomes the pleasing duty of the Publishers to 
acknowledge the obligations they are under to John Clay- 
ton, Esq. Town Clerk, for the valuable information which 
he frtfuished, relative to the *' Merchant Adventurers,'' as 
well as to R. A. Purvis, Esq. for the notices he was so ob- 
liging as to favour them with concerning the company of 
*' Hoastmen ;" land, in conclusion, they beg respectiuUy to 
return their unfeigned thanks to these gentiemen, as also 
to numerous otiier friends, who have rendered them import- 
ant ^ussistance towards the completion of the work. 
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OF THJETowpf & County 

JJK NE^VCASTILE upon TYNiE, 



ARMORIAL BEARINGS 

INCORPORATED COMPANIES, 

TOWK Afar COUNTY OF 

Arms. — Gules, three towere ai^nt, two and one. Ckeet.— On tf 
tower ugent, * demi-lion Usuout rampant gardant or, holding a 



pellaticai, in an inqiuBition in the Timnouth chartuloiy at 
Northumberland House. This ini^KUce appears to be con- 
siderably strengthened frgm the circumstance of another 
shield containing the arms of Ei^land, placed tm the right 
of the above, in which the fleors de lis axe sem^, the num- 
ber of these having been reduced to three, in the time of 
Henry the FitUi. 

In the year 1673, August 16th, William Flower, Esq. 
norroy lung of arms, granted the additions of an helmet, 



erest, and sapporters, to the ancient anns of Newcastle opoir 
Tyne. No motto occurs in this grant 

On a stone, formerly built up over the gateway of the 
tower on the old bridge, facing the south, there was inscribed 
under the arms of Newcastle, 
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''FFORirTEB DEFENDIT TEIUMFHANS 1646. 



It is probaUe this motto may have been first bestowed 
upon the arms of Newcastle by King Charles in 1646, for 
ihe yery gallant defence of that town in his service in thi^ 
year 1644. 



COMPRISING THE THREE BRANCHES OF DRAPERS,. BIERCERSr 

AND BOOTEnHENr 

MncANTiLE sedeties, aifoiently called guilds,, or fratenii' 
ties, are thought to have been first founded in Europe, near 
Ihe latter end of the eleventh century. Unknown to the 
Saxons while in this kingdom, they are supposed to have 
been brought into it first by the Normans, who, in their 
turn, are said* to have borrowed them of the free cities of 
Italy ; the early residences of trade and manu&ctures, and 
the places where merchant>^^||j|^uwere probably first esti^ 
bUshed. ^r^ - 

The borough of Newcastle upon Tyne,. distinguished hy 
some imvileges tn former charters, was honoured very early 
m the reign of King John, with new firanchises and morv 
extensive immunities. It was not, howevw, till his seven«r 
teea&i year, A. D. 1215, that he constituted therein a society 
ei ficee merchants, the members of which he exempted firom 
pleading any where without its walls to any plea, but that 
eonceming foceign tenures : he released them also from the- 
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Katies of ton, lastage, pontage, and passage in tJl the sea- 
ports of his domimons at home and abroad, empowering the 
mayor of Newcastle, or sheriff of Northumb^land, to give 
them reparation for whatever injury they might sustain. 

The above charter was ccmfirmed to the merchants of 
Newcastle, by the succeeding sovereigns, Henry III. Ed- 
ward II. and Edward III. with the addition of new privi- 
leges. 

In the year 1480, the society of merchants of Newcastle 
subscribed a written qigreement for the better government of 
that bodyj which was to remain in force for six years. They 
bind themselves to meet and hold their courts at the Maison 
Dieu Hall, on the SandhUl, on the last Thursday of every 
month; their head meeting (called a guild) to be on the 
Thursday next after '^Mid-fasf Sunday. Apprentices to 
serve seven years. The society are to go m processicm on 
Corpus Chfisti Day, when they are to appear in the meal 
market, by seven o'clock in the morning. ^By an af%er in- 
sertion, the time is altered till " after high mass be done.^'3 
Those persons of the society who, for the time being, shaH 
be mayor, sheri£^ or aldermeiv to attend, with their officers 
and servants, upon the holy sacrament, and according te 
seniority of office, are to be principal in the said solemn^ 
procession, in which the latest made burgess is to walk fore- 
most The name of the play they acted was " Hogmagog.** 
Many entries occur in their books concerning the expences 
of the above processicm and play. 

December 4th, ld04, a licence was granted by King 
Hemy VII. to the governor and merchants of the merchant 
guild of Newcastle upon Tyne, empowering them, till the 
1st of August next, to buy any wools or woolfels of the 
growth of Northumberland, Cumberland, Westmoreland, 
Durham, Allerton, and Richmondshires, and ship them 
from Newcastle to any part of Flanders, Brabant, Hol- 
land, Zealand, or any foreign parts, at two shippings, pay- 
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sflBxed to it many seals and skin-marksi, witii die names of 
the brethren, is dated June Ist, 1512, and is still preserved 
in their archives. 

No ordinary or other record of the society of mercers, as 
«, distinct fellowship, is now to be found. A copy of their 
oath,* on admission* dated 1517, is preserved in the books 
of the Merchant Adventurers. 

Of the society of boothmen, or merchants of com, consi- 
dered as a separate mystery, no record, prior in date to their 
incorporation as one of the branches of the company of Mer- 
chant Adventurers, has been transmitted; a few scattered 
memorials preserved in the books of that society excepted. 

The company of Merchant Adventurers, constituted as 
above mentioned, at present consists of 41 members, who 
iiave been accustomed to meet in their ancient hall, or 
court, above the Maison Dieu, on the Sandhill. In the year 
1823« the company permitted the corporation to puU down 
the old Merchants^ Court, with a view to publie improve- 
ment, on condltiosi that it should be re-built in the same 
situation, and the ancient ornaments and fiuniture preserved 
and replaced ; the company at the same time agreed to 
contribute to the expence, a sum equal to their proportion 
of the estimated cost of making the old court secure by re- 
building the south wall. 

The present officers of the company, elected under the 
charter, cm the 9th of October, 1823, 
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Sir Matthew White Ridley, Bart 
ASSISTANTS. 

The Bight Worshipful William Wright, Esq. Major. 
Robert Clayton, Esq. and Alderman. 
Archibald Reed, Esq. and Alderman. 



• u 



This here ye maister of this febship and wardens of the craft 




Skinnkrs* Gilovkirs. 



ThoaUB Cleaiiett, f>q. and Aldenntn. 
Inac Cookton, Juu. Eiq> aad Aldennan. 
Beqjutuii Sorsbie, Eiq. «nd Alderman. 

All bone Suitees, Esq. snd Aldennaii, 
Bobert Bell, Esq. and Udermui. 
Thomas Cookion, Esq. 
J(^ Cookawi, Eiq. 



The andent oiditwfy of the Sldimerg' compsnj U dst$d-'' 
January 20th, 1437:-^.Tbe j^iynes of Richard JteH^Mijor, 
Thwnaa Waidell, aheriC leaser 'niomtoiu Rtibert Wliel. 
pington, Laurence Acton, Simon Weldon, and WiUiam 
filleiby, aldennen, occni in it The society were to meet on 
tiie Tuesday after Michaelmas every year, nnlese that festival 
should foil on a Monday, and then tm the Tneaday seroi- 
night follovring, to chooee tbdr etewards, and pass their &£• 






of mercen that I ^uU lelj and tiewlj obaerre and kepe all good 
levlea and «cU nude or ahal be nuide b; the odd roaiiter and war* 
deuandof the moo«t part of the&lowthip of mercen &«> So help 
■w God and hdj dom and by IliQ contenta of Udi books." 
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counts. The difierent orders it contained^ together with 
others of a subsequent date^ were transcribed into their pre- 
sent order book, 1735. One of these forbade the use of to- 
bacco at their meetings, under a penalty of dd. for every 
offence. 

The ordinary of the Glovers' society, dated January 20th^ 
1436, enjoined them to go tc^ther in procession at the feast 
of Corpus Cliristi, in a livery, and play their play at their 
own charge; to choose annually three stewards; that ap- 
prentices should serve seven years, on pain of forfeiting 6s. 
8d. ** to the light of the said craft ;'' that no Scotsman bom 
should be taken apprentice, nor allowed to work in the town, 
ander a penalty of 40s. 

A. D. 1648, this society occurs as renting part of the 
skinners' meeting-house, at the annual rent of 5s. 

The skinners and glovers appear to have been incorpora- 
ted together, about the year 1703. Their meeting-house is 
situated on the west side of the Black-Friars. The society 
consists of nine members. 



Mr George Angus, 
Mr Forster Angus, 
Mr George Angus, 
Mr Anthony Angus, i 
Mr John Angus, J 



\ 



Siewardg, 



Arub.'— First Shield, Ermine, on a chief Gules, three princes' 
crowns composed of crosses pat^e and fleurs-de-lis or, with caps of the 
first, tasselled of the third. Chest.— A lizard proper, wreathed 
about the neck with laurel-leaves vert, for the Skinners. Second 
Shield. Per fesse sable and argent, a pale counterchanged ^ three 
rams salient of the second, 2 and 1, armed and unguled or. Crest. 
—A ram's head argent, issuing from a basket of the last, between two 
wings expanded gules, for the Glovers. Motto. — To God only be 
aU glory. 





TAHILOIRS. 



The oldest record of this fraternity ii dated Octot>er Sth^ 
1536, and enjoined, that ereiy brother, at bis setting up 
shop, should pay a pot of oQ to the fellowship ; as also 
thirteen-pence a year to the stewards Sat " our Lady< 
light i" and that each apprentice, or person hired by tb« 
week, should pay four-pence per annum, ancTeach hirelii^ 
three-pence a yeai to their play when it should be perform- 
ed : also, that any person bom a subject of the Ving, and 
&ee of Newcastle, might set up shop on payment of £40, 
with a pound of' w«X'kBct apot of oS, on bis admittance j 
as also tbirteen-p«nce to our Lady-l^^ht, and e^ht-pence to 
the play. That no tayloi fB after 

eight o'clock in the evenix e Sun- 

days, Tigils and festival di of wax 

for every de&ult. That I leir ac- 

counts on St Johtt's day, chosen 

twelve electors, the said t« r stew- 

ards, the searchers, and auditors. It further ordered, that 
every brother should be at the procession on Corpus Christi 
day, before it passed the New-Gate, oH pain of forfeiting a 
poimdofwax; and that each broQier should attend in his 
livery. And that the common light of the iralemi^ should 
go before the corpse of every brodier when it was carried to 
church for interment, and continue tba« Ughted during 
mass time, and till the body was interred. 

There is another ordinary of this society, dated August 
ISth, 1624, confirmed March 3nd, 1679; also September 
154, 1707, January 17th, 1731, and October 17th, 1737. 

A. D. 1773, in commemoration of,a rttle of court having 
been obtained August ^e lOtb, that year, agunst the ma- 
gistrales of this town, ctrnfirming the resident freemen, and 
widows of freemen, in their right to the Castle Leazes, 
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ing for every sack of wool 10s. and the like sum for everj 
two hundred and forty woolfels. 

December 11th, 1509, King Henry VIII. renewed the 
above grant : and, in 1517, he made an exemplification of 
former grants to the merchants of Newcasde. 

The exports of this society, about the year 1520, appear 
ix) have been canvas, sheep skins, lamb-fels, lead, grind- 
stones, coals, and rough-tanned leather. 

A. D. 1546, King Edward VI. granted the charter un- 
der which the present company of Merchant Adventurers 
took their corporate title of " The Governor, Assistants, 
Wardens, and Fellowship of Merchant Adventurers of the 
Town and County of Newcastle upon Tyne," which is their 
present name of incorporation. Previous to this time, they 
were styled " Merchant Venturers in the Ports of Brabant 
beyond the Seas." By this charter, it was directed that a 
governor, twelve assistants, and two wardens, should be 
elected^ and sworn on the 9th day of October in every year ; 
that the company should have perpetual succession ; power 
to sue and be sued, &c. a seal, a clerk, and beadle ; power 
to purchase lands, to take recognizances, to make by-laws, 
to buy q.nd ship to foreign parts, &c. as before by Henry 
VII. 

The following are the names of the original officers of the 
company, inserted in the charter, viz. : — Henry Anderson, 
Governor; Robert Brandling, Robert Lewen, George Da- 
vell, Mark Shaftoe, Cuthbert Ellison, Robert Brigham, Wil- 
liam Carr, Bartholomew Bee, Roger Mitford, Thomas Be- 
wicke^ Bertram Anderson, and Oswald Chapman, Assist- 
jants ; Bertram Bewicke and John Rawe, Wardens. 

Charters of confirmation were subsequently granted by 
Queen Mary, Queen Elizabeth, and King James I. 

The charter^ and records of this company, together with 
fdl their original orders, correspondence, accounts, &c. are 
in a perfect state of preservation, and we find enrolled a- 



mongst its members the ancestors of nearly all the principal 
fiunilies now settled in the adjoining counties. Some of the 
by-laws concerning the apprentices of the fellowship, exhibit 
an interesting picture of former dress and manners. In 
1554, aa act fc»r the apparel of apprentices thus inveighs 
against the excesses of the times, '* What dyseng, cardeng, 
and mummyng ; what typling, daunseng, and brasenge of 
harlots ! what garded cotes, jagged hose lyned with silke, 
and cutt shoes ! what use of gittemes by nyght, what wear- 
ynge of herds ! what daggers ys by them wome crosse orer- 
thwarte their backs, that theis theire dooings are more cum- 
lye and decent for rageng ruffians than seemlie for honest 
apprentizes !^' Another act of the same date enjoins, that 
every apprentice shall serve ten years. 

A remarkable order, originating, no doubt, in their hatred 
of the moss troopers, occurs in the books of this society in 
1564, prohibiting any person bom in Tyndale, Riddesdale, 
or such like places, to be admitted apprentice. The reason 
assigned for this restriction will, at this time, appear no less 
strange. *' The parties there brought up are known either 
by education or nature not to be of honest conversation.'^ 
They are said to " commit frequent thefb and other fellonys" 
^— «o that no apprentices are to be taken, " proceeding from 
fiuch lewde aad wicked progenitors.'' 

The company of Merchant Adventurers, since its incor- 
poration under its present title by Edward VI. has consisted 
of three branches, viz. :— The Drapers, or Merchants of 
Woollen Cloth, the Mercers, or Merchants of Silk, and the 
Boothmen, or Merchants of Com, which appear to have 
been originally three distinct fellowships. 

Mention first occurs of the drapers, or merchants of wool- 
len cloth, as one of the twelve mysteries, in the ordinance 
for the government of Newcastle upon Tyne, which was 
confirmed by King Edward III. October 20th, 1342. The 
oldest ordinary of this society, the original of which, having 
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affixed to it many seals and skin-markSy widi tbe names of 
the brethren, is dated June Ist^ 1512, and is still preserved 
in their archives. 

No ojdinary or other record of the society of mercers, as 
a distinct fellowship, is now to be found. A copy of their 
oath,^ on admission* dated 1517, is preserved in the books 
of the Merchant Adventurers. 

Of the society of boothmen, or merchants of com, cbnsi- 
dered as a separate mystery, no record, prior in date to their 
incorporation as one of the branches of the company of Mer- 
chant Adventurers, has been transmitted; a few scattered 
memorials preserved in the books of that society excepted. 

The company of Merchant Adventurers, constituted as 
above mentioned, at present consists of 41 members, who 
have been accustomed to meet in their ancient hall, or 
court, above the Maison Dieu, on the Sandhill. In the year 
1823« the company permitted the corporation to puE 4iown 
the old Merchants* Court, with a view to public improve- 
ment, on condition that it should be re-built m tbe same 
situation, and the ancient ornaments and furniture preserved 
and replaced ; the company at the same time agreed to 
contribute to the expence, a sum equd to their proportion 
of the estimated cost of making the old court secure by re- 
building the south wall. 

The present officers of the company, elected under the 
charter, on the 9th of October, 1823, 



GOVERNOR. 

Sir Matthew White Ridley, Bart. 
ASSISTANTS. 
The Right Worshipful William Wright, Esq. Mayor. 
Robert Clayton, Esq. and Alderman. 
Archibald Reed, Esq. and Alderman. 



^^ This here ye maiater of thia feloship and wardens of the craft 




SlKlNNKKSA GjLOVEMS. 



Tbomu Oennell, E«q> md AldemuDr 
Inac CookKm, Jun. Esq. and Aldennait. 
Bet^amin Sorebie, Esq. and Aldenaao. 
Aubone Surtees, Esq. and Aldemun. 
Bofaert Bell, Esq- and Alderman. 
Thomaa Cookton, Esq. 
John CooksoB, Eaq. 
Qeaige Sbadibrtb, Bwi. 
Chrialopber CookEixi, Esq. 



The ancient ordifa^ of the SkiimeiB' company i^ dat^'^' 
January 20tli, 1437.-^Tlfe])tyne8 of Richard Hall, siayor, 
Thomaa Wardell, aheriC^*^^ Thomtoii, Robert Whel- 
IHUgton, Laurence Acbm, Simon Weldon, and William 
Ellerby, aldermen, occur in it The Bociety were to meet <m 
ttke Tuesday after Michaelmas every year, unleee that festival 
should bll on a Monday, and then on the Tue§day seven- 
night following, to choose their stewards, and pass their ac- 






of mercen that I tlull letj and trewl^r otMcrre vid kepe all good 
nwka and acta made or ihal bo made by the raid maiater aod var* 
denaandof the mooot port of the feh>wdiip of mercen ft4& So help 
Me Ood and he); don and by the confamta of tUa hocke." 
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counts. The diffisrent orders it contained, together with 
others of a subsequent date, were transcribed into their pre- 
sent order book, 1735. One of these forbade the use of to- 
bacco at their meetings, under a penalty of 3d. for every 
offence. 

The ordinary of the Glovers^ society, dated January 2(Hfa/ 
1436, enjoined them to go leather in procession at the feast 
of Corpus Christi, in a livery, and play their play at their 
own charge; to choose annually three stewards; that ap- 
prentices should serve seven years, on pain of forfeiting Os. 
8d. ^^ to the light of the said craft ;'^ that no Scotsman bom 
should be taken apprentice, nor allowed to work in the town, 
under a penalty of 408. 

A. D. 1648, this society occurs as renting part of the 
skinners' meeting-house, at the annual rent of 6s. 

The skinners and glovers appear to have been incorpora- 
ted together, about the year 1703. Their meeting-house is 
situated on the west side of the Blaek-Fhars. The society 
consists of nine members. 



Mr George Angus, 
Mr Forster Angus, 
Mr George Angus, 
Mr Anthony Angus, 
Mr John Angus, 



>StewartU^ 



Arhs.— Ftr«/ Shield, Ermine, on a chief Gules, three princes' 
crowns composed of crosses pat^ and fleurs-d^lis or, with caps of the 
first, tasselled of the third. Crest.— A lizard proper, wreathed 
about the neck with laurel-leaves vert, for the Skinnenu Seetnd 
Shield. Per fesse sable and argent, a pale counterchanged; three 
rams salient of the second, 2 and 1, armed and unguled or. Crest. 
—A ram's head argent, issuing from a basket of the last, between two 
wings expanded gules, for the Glovers. Motto.— To God only be 
•U glory. 




TAniLORS. 
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The oldest record of this fraternity is dated October 8th^ 
1536> and e]:\joined, that e^ery brother, at his setting up 
shop, should pay a pot of oil to the fellowship ; as also 
thirteen-pence a year to &e stewards for " our Lady<« 
light ;^' and that each appreutice, or person hired by the 
week,, sho.uld pay four-pence per annum, ancTeach hireling 
IhreeMpence a year to their play when it should be perform- 
ed : also, that any person bom a subject of the king, and 
free of Newcastle^ might set up shop on payment of £40> 
with a pound of • wax<«iid a pot of ofl, <»i his wkaittance^ 
as also thirteen-pence to our Lady-light, and eight-pence to 
the play. That no taylor should work on Saturdays after 
eight o'clock in the evening, and should keep holy the Sun-r 
days, yigils aud ftstiyal days, ou pain of six pounds of wax 
for every default. That the society should pass their ac- 
counts on St John's day, in every May, aud having chosen 

twelve electors, the said twelve should (^oose the four stew- 

* 

ards, the searchers, and auditors. It further ordered, that 
every brother should be at the procession on Corpus Christi 
day, before it passed the New-Gate, oil pain of forfeiting a 
pound of wax; and that each brother should attend in his 
livery. And that the common light of the fraternity should 
go before the corpse of every brother when it was carried to 
church for interment, and continue there ^ghted during 
mass time, and till the body was interred. 

There is another ordinary of this society, dated August 
12th, 1624, confirmed March 2nd, 1679; also September 
15th, 1707, January 17th, 1731, and October 17th, 1737. 

A. D. 1773, in commemoration of a rule of court having 
been obtained August the 10th, that year, against the ma- 
gristrates of this town, confirming the resident freemen, and 
widows of freemen, in their right to the Casde Leazes, 

c 
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Town^ and Nun's Moor, for ever, together with £3Q0 oostiBP 
of Buit^ this society presented each of the members of the 
committee, who conducted the cause of the bui^esses, with 
a gold ring, in the signet of each of which, under a crystal, 
was represented, liberty stepping out of her temple>^ with a 
label proceeding from her mouth, inscribed — ^ Town Moor 
saved; Auffusi *10M, 1773/' On the inside — " Concordia 
parwB res ertscunt:** By concord small things increase. 

Round the inner verge—" Taylori^ Company to .*' 

. gaming each member) ; and round the outer verge— 'f Vox 
Foptdi Vox Dei:'* The voice of the people is tibie voice of 
€tod. 

• The company c6nsists of thirty members. 
' Their hall is on the west side of the-Bkck FriarSr 

t 

MrJdhnHall, 1^^,^ 
Mr Robert Smaile, i 

• * 

AsLMB.^A3fgsn^ a royal tent between two parlianaent-xobes gules, 
Bned. ermine, tke tent gami^lied or« on a chief azure, a lion passant 
gardant or. Crest. — On a mount vert, a lamb'passant argent, hold- 
'.. ing a b^ner of the kst, staff proper; on the banner, a cross patt^ 
gules, all within a glory of the thitd; Hoo^o. — Concordia parm 
xes crescunt. 



Among other articles agreed upon in full guild of the 
town of Newcastle upon Tyne, held at St Mary's Hospital, 
on the Friday before Valentine-Day, 1342, and confirmed 
by the King, October 20th, that year, the following occurs : 
** 13. The assizes of bread and beer to be held according to 
law. The master bakers, and not their servants, to sufiSsr 
the penalties ordained by statute. Measures, ells, and 
weights to be proved twice a year, or at least once/^ 



iAMJKKS & » RE WE IKS. 
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1^ an inquisition taken at Newcasile upon Tyne> Janu- 
ary 4th, 1446, it appeared that common baJdng and brew- 
ing for sale were restricted to that town, and no where els6 
within the port of Tyne. 

An old oidinary of this society, now lost, appears to have 
been in their possession A. D. 1583, and long afterwards, 
as several entries in their old books testify. 

There is a record of this society, dated Nov. 4, 1661, 
setting forth that their antient ordinary was lost, and en- 
joining them to meet yearly on the 23rd of November, un- 
less it should fall on a 'Sunday, and then the day after, to 
elect the twelve of the society and four wardens, who were 
empowered by the name of the wardens of the art and mys- 
tery of bakers and brewers, to prosecute, sue, and implead, 
and be prosecuted, sued, &c. only within the courts of NeW'^ 
€astle upon Tyne ; to make laws for the government of the 
society, impose fines, &c. ; forbidding any brother to strike 
another at any meeting with fist, hand, elbow, dagger, staff, 
stick, rod, or otherwise, on pain of 20s. ; and ordering that 
no apprentice should be taken under seven years, nor a se- 
cond till the first had served six years ; as also that the soci- 
ety should attend the burials of their brethren, on pain of a 
penalty of 3s. 4d. for every pmission. 

There are only 8 members of this society. 

Their meeting-house is in the Black-Friars. 



Mr John Forster, 

Mr Robert Forster, 

Mr John Jefferson Harrison, 

Mr John Railston, 



>Siewairda, 



AKMS.^-^ir«l SiMM, Gules, a balance between three garbs or; on 
a chief barry wavy of fi)ur argent, and azure, an arm embowed pro- 
per, vested gules, cufied or, issuing from clouds afiixed to the upper 
part of the centre of the chie^ of the fifth, radiated of the last, be- 
tween two anchon of the second ; the hand supporting the balance. 

c 2 
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CassT.— 'Two ahns embowed proper, iHuing out of clouds of the last, 
rested gules, cuffed or, holding in their hands a cfaaplet of wheat of 
the last. Sot the Bakers. Second ShieUL Gules, on a chevron argent, 
between three pair of barley garbs in saltire or, three tuns sable, 
hoopedof the third. Caest.— >A demi-Moorish woman, couped at 
the knees, proper ; her bur dishevelled or, habited sable, firett^ ar- 
gent, her arms extended, holding in each hand three ears of barley of 
the second, for the Brewers. MotTo. — In God is all our trust. 



ggmfmm 



The dcdinary of the Tano^, anciently called barkers, 
dated Noiassaber 8th^ 1532, enjoined the society to come 
year^ in their best arraj'and apparel^ at the feast of Corpus 
Chrifti, and go in procession, set forth their pageants, &c, 
on pain of forfeiting a pound of wax. Not to take any Scot 
by birth for an apprentice, under a penalty of 20s. That 
€ach brother should have but one butcher to buy slaughter 
of, on pain of £10, and not to buy above eight fothers of 
bark> or forty trees, on pain of 6s. 8d. ; also to supply each 
pther with bark, &c. 

The society consists of 26 members ; they have their 
lOei^iJAg-bonse on th^ south side of-Ihe Black-Friars. 



Mr Robert Story, 
Mr Cuthbert Liddell, 
Mr Wmiam Story, 
Mr John Watson, 



>StSW99xU. 



. Aahs.— ^Argent, on a mount in base, an oaik tree propers on a chief 
asure, a bull's face of the first, between two fountains. Cusst. — A 
buU*B head erased, proper. Motto. — ^Deus noster refugium. 




TArTi^::EiRs. 




^(■' ([]) K ID WA ]l 1^ iE R S . 



This Society was incorporated in the I7th year of King 
Heniy VI. c<»ifinned by King Philip and Queen Mary, re* 
confinned by Queen Elizabeth, and lastly by King James 
I. Their ordinary, an ofieetnent signed by thirty-one 
brethren, dated December 17th, 1066, mentions their meet- 
ing house in the lately dissolved monastery of Black Priara, 
and eiyoin 
five of wbii 
and that fc 
payment o 
other to till 

The soc 
Forth Hill 
late hall, t 
tuned the 
House of ( 
1668. T1 
buildingi t 
charge of t 

TheRei 
lie upon T. 

The company, at. piagaat, conmsts of ee ron^ ' rii rineBtt- 
bew. "~ -— " 



Ht George Bruuu^ I 
Mr John Scott, J 

Akms. — Asore, a chevron, or, between three goatfJicadi cnsed, 
argent, attired of the second. CmEST— A goat'i-betd erued, urgeiit, 
attired, or. 
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The oldest ordinary of this society, which is still in their 
possession, is dated Match 6^ 1459. It enjoins them to 
go together in procession, in a livery, at the feast of Corpus 
Christi, and perfonn their play at their own cost; and 
that each hrother should he at the procession when his hour 
was assigned, .under pain qL forty-pence. That no ScoteU 
man bom should be taken apprentice, or suffered to work 
witliikthe town, under a penalty of 20s. It farther ordered, 
that na apprentice should be taken under the term of seven 
years, ron pam of 6s. 8d., enjoining civil behaviour to each 
other ^t their meetji^s, the observance of holidays, &c. 
Another record «f the society is dated February 4tb« 1532. 

The;con]i{mny consists of 8 members. 

Their hall is in the Black-Friars. 

■ 

Mr John Bawling Wilson, ^^ 

Mr William Andrews, ^ j ^'^w*^- 

m 

ABM%^A2iiTe, a chevron between three saddles, or. Crest.— 
A horse passai)^ argent, brined, bridled, saddled, and trappings, or i 
on his bei^ a plume i£ three feathers of the fiivt 



• •• - ••• 



There is an inrolment of an ordinary of this society in 
the archives of the Corporation of Newcastle, dated July 
20th, 1621. This enjoins them to meet every year on Ash- 
Wednesday, to choose their two wardens ; that apprentices 
should serve at least eight years, five of which to expire be- 
fore a second could be taken ; that no brother should be 
partner with any foreigners called crockers, on pain of for- 
feiting £5 ; that none should kill after tiine o'clock on Sa- 




S>Aii5iii)n,:EHs. 





JUTCHIKIRS. 
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Sbiiths. 
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tniday n^t, nor keep open shop after eight o'clock oB 
Simday morning ; that no brother ahould buy, or seek 
any Ucence to kill flesh in Newcastle during Lent, with- 
out the general consent of the Mowship, on pain of foifeit- 
ing £6 ; that none should kill either at Lent or any other 
time, within the liberties of the High Castle, " being in the 
county of Northumberland," on the like pain for each of- 
fence. But that any butcher, though not a brother, might 
expose good meat to sale in the market, from the hours of 
eight in the 
&th, 1713, 1 
head-meetin 
needay in e 
brother shoi 
accept calf ( 
udder, unde 

Thiasocif 

Theiihall 



AaMS.— Ab 

kd. or, beCweei 

third, viz. two 

bead couped f 

fl jinf bull irg . _ 

over the head a snail drcle of ^tj proper. Motto. — Sic si 

tub pedibiu oTes et bores. 



The oldest ordinary of this society, dated January 14th, 
1436, eiyoined that they should go blether in proceBBi<ai 
on the feast of Corpus Christi, and play their play at Iheir 
own expence, attending at the hour appointed, on pain of 
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forfeiting a pound of wax ; that eyery brother should be at 
St Nicholas' Churchy at the setting forth of the procession, 
on St Loy-day, on the like penalty; that no Scotsman 
bom '' should be taken apprentice, or suffered to work, on 
pain of the forfeiture of 40s., half whereof to go to the 
chamber of the town, and the other half to the fellowship ;'' 
that no brother should sell " sejme and roffe*' by weight, 
under 3s. 4d. a hundred, on pain of forfeiting 6s. 8d. for 
each offence. Another ordinary,, dated Sept 25th, 1664« 
exhibits the society as consisting of the different branches of 
black-smiths and farriers,> black-smiths or anchor-smiths^ 
and lock-smiths or white-smiths. Another, dated August 
17th, 1677, impowered the fraternity to be a body politic 
in law, enjoined them to meet yearly on St Loy-day, to 
choose four wardens, of which one at least was to be an 
anchor-smith ; that the twelve of the company should con- 
sist of four anchor-smiths, four black-smiths and farriers, 
and four lock-smiths ; to choose four searchers ; that ap- 
prentices should serve seven years, and that no brother 
should come to meetii^, or attend the public guild, of the 
town, with his apron on, but with a decent cloak or coat, 
on pain of forfeiting 6d. for each default 

The following curious entries occur in their old books : — 

*' Feb. 18, 1668. — John Bolam, for not carrying Clem* 

Brown to church, but giving the stang to another, fined 

13s. 4d." 

'• 1682.— Paid for making the seat in the Firth, Is. 4d.'^ 

" 1685 Spent in the Forth-House with the twelve, the 

raine causing them in, 2s." 

George Whinfield, Esq. Mayor, and Margaret Stephen* 
son, of Newcastle, left dS20. each, dated Dec. 18, 1718 
and 1725, to be put out to interest, to assist two poor bre* 
thren for three years to begin buisiness. 

Their meeting-house is acyacent to the Black-FriarSy tha 
ground-floor of which, once that of the chapel of that opu- 
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lent fratemity, was the scene of a remarkable state transaC' 
tioD, being; the room in which homag;e was done by the 
Scottish King to the King of Engluid, for the kingdom of 



This society consists of 77 members. 



Mr Thomu Scfitt, 
Mr Jobn Demir, 
Mr Alexander RobinBOD, 
Mr John Stephenson, 



set any such to work, tmder a penalty of twenty shillings, 
half whereof to go to the society, and half to the support of 
Tyne Bridge; that no apprentice should t>e taken under 
seven years ; that no brother should work carsey under two- 
pence the yud ;' that they should attend the weAdingS and 
burials of the brethren in their livery; that they should 
meet in their livery in Carlel-Croft, on St John's day in 
May, at six o'clock in the morning ; and upon St John's 
day at Christmas, at one o'clock in the aflemoon ; that none 
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ef the company should faU hong at the Betting forth of the 
procession on Corpus Christ! day, on jAin of forfintmg a 
pound of wax ; and that each hrother should pay six-pence 
to the procession and play yearly ; to choose twelve, who 
were to he sworn, and elect wardens, auditors, searchers, and 
&e two to attend the mayor and chamber for the year; to 
meet on the eye of Corpus Christi day in the morning, at 
six o'clock, under the penalty of a pound of wax ; to walk 
no broad cloth of colour under four-pence a yard, nor any 
Wadded blue under two-pence the yard, nor any fireeze un- 
der a penny halfpenny the yard, under the like penalty; to 
*^ dight" (i. €0 clean] no gpwn under four-pence, on pain 
•f half a pound of w|kx ; not to sheer a dozen yards of tilt- 
ed doth under three-pence, on pain of tw6 pounds of wax, 
•r fustian under a penny the yard, or broad dotiii under 
tfufee-pence for the like quantity, under the penalty of for- 
leifng a pound of wax for each. 

X. D. 1552, this society had a grant, from the mayor and 
Kurgesses of Newcaistle, of a part of the Black Friars for a 
meeting-house. They now hold their meetings at a tayem* 

l!he company consists of eight members. 

Mr Robert Chapman, 1 ^^^^^^1^^ 
Mr John Brown, i 

Akks.— Sftble^ a chevron engrailed, between three madder hags 
aigent, corded or. CimT.— An eastern crown or, theieu a mount 
-vert Motto. — Da gloriam Dea 



CALLED ALSO THE TKINrTT HOUSE. 

This society, to whose good services, not only the port of 
yne, but also our national commerce in general, owes very 
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ecmsiderable oUigatioiifl, we first discover as an ancient, re- 
Iqrioiis^ or secular guild, with the title of the *' Guild, or 
Fraternity of the Blessed Trinity/' consisting of both siexei^ 
and founded, it is probable, by some ancient royal autho- 
rity. 

In the year 1492, this (sk)ciety occurs as a corporate body* 
purohasing by their feoffees the site of their present houses 
for which a red rose, if demanded, was to be presented 
yearly, at Midsummer, for ever. The acknowledgement of 
a potde of wine annually, for some additional property^ 
continued to be paid for above a century after. 

A. D. 1505, the society ordered, that on the site of die 
present Trinity-House, a hall, cbapel, and lodgings, for 
their poor brethren, should be erected at their common ex- 
pence. 

October 5, 1536, King Henry VIIL granted a charter of 
new incorporation to this guild or fraternity, consisting, at 
that time, both of men and women, out of love to the Tri- 
nity, and to encourage die art of navigation ; which society, 
in future, was to be governed by a master and four war* 
dens, and by the name of *' The Master and Wardens of 
the Holy and Indivisible Trinity;^ to have a common seal* 
implead, and be impleaded, &c. with licenoe to build and 
embattle two towersi the one at the entrance of the Haven 
ofTyne, and the other on the hill adjoining; in each of 
which lights were to be maintained every night; for the 
support of which they were empowered to receive four-pence 
for every foreign ship, and two-pence for every EngHsh one, 
arriving at the port of Tyne. The succeeding sovereignsi, 
Eidward VI. and Mary, confioned the above charters. 

A. D. 1584, Queen Elizabeth* granted to this society a 

* A vesy obBervaUe old anchor, almost eaten throu^ with rugty is 
at present affixed to the outside wall of the Trinity-House of New- 
castle, near the entrance from the Broad Chare, which, if we believe 
tradition, bebnged to one of the ships sent from Spain, in Queen 
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new charter, founding them anew> by the name of " The 
Master^ Pilots, and Seamen of the Trinity-house of New- 
castle upon Tyne;" to be a perpetual brotherhood^ consists 
ing of nineteen elder brethren, who, :with the rest, styled 
younger brethren, should yearly, on the Sunday next after 
Candlemas, choose a master, two elder wardens, and two 
younger' ones; as also four assistants out of the elder 
brethren, with as many out of the youngier, for the govern- 
ment of the fraternity, and safe custody of the possessions 
thereof; they were also to plead, and be impleaded, &c. &c. 

January 18, 1606, King James I. granted a new charter 
to this isociety, constituting them a body politic, by the 
name of " Master, Pilots, and Seamen, of the Trinity- 
House of Newcastle upon Tyne,*' and appointing a master, 
twelve elder brethren, two elder wardens, with their two 
assistants, and two younger wardens, with the like number 
of assistants. They were to have a common seal. Their 
jurisdiction was extended to Blithe, Sunderland, Hartle- 
pool, Whitby, and Staithes. Power was given them to ap- 
point pilots, impose fines, and coMect the duty of primage^ 
for the support of twelve poor brethren, or their wives, or 
^shipwrecked mariners. 

Lightage, and the buoying, canning, marking, and bea- 
coning of the river Tyne, was also confirmed to them. They 
were likewise empowered to hold lands and tenements un- 
der £30 per annum, clear value. 

A. D. 1634, the chapel of the Trinity-House was fitted 
up and beautified, and some new rooms in the square were 
ordered to be finished. 

January 12th, the same year, this society made an order, 
that every elder brother should furnish himself with a silver 

r 

Elizabeth's time, in the fleet well known by the name of the Invin- 
cible Armada, which was shipwrecked somewhere within the jurisdic- 
iion of this society. 
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whistle and chain ; and every younger brother with a sflver 
whistle and silk scarf; which naval ensigns of honour were, 
doubtless, ordered to be worn at meetings, on particular oc- 
casions. 

In 1636, a warrant was procured from the Bishop of 
Durham, for the preaching of sermons by the Vicars of 
Newcastle for the time being for ever, in the chapel of this 
house.* 

In 1644, when the town of Newcastle was taken, after an 
obstinate siege, this house was plundered by the Scots. 

October dlst, 1660, William Gibson, merchant, and mas* 
ter and mariner, died, having bequeathed to the poor of 
this society twenty shillings yearly for ever, to be paid on 
the 24th of December. 

July 1st, 1687, a new charter was granted to this socie- 
ty, on the surrender of their fonner pnes, with an addi- 
tion to the pilotage of every foot a vessel when laden should 

draw. 

John Bee, master and mariner, who died February 19th, 
1712, bequeathed £100 to this society, to be put out for 
two years, to two younger brethren, and to two others for 
other two years successively, for ever. 

May 9th, 1712, this society ordered a free-school to be 
erected in the Trinity-house, for the instruction of the chil- 
dren of brethren in writing, arithmetic, and. mathematics. 

January 20th, 1716, an order was made by this society, 
that pray^s should be read every month-day in their chapel, 

* Records of the house, — ^' April 26th, 1636, pd. about prociueing 
jof my Lord Byshop of Durham his warrant for sermons to be preach- 
.ed in the Trinity chapel for ever IL 10s. — Given to Mr Yeldard Al- 
vey, vicker of Newcastle, for a present from the house in wine and 
wheat in regard he made the first sermon in the chappell 2L ^s. lOd." 
*' Paid for a dinner tor the vicker, the doctor and the rest of the 
claigie that daie the vicker preached in the chap, being the first ser- 
mon, 28 March, 1636— 3L Is. 6d." 
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before tfaey entered upon secnlar tmsineBS^ and that a ser-^ 
non should be preached in it eFeiy quarter-day in the fore* 
noon. , 

In the year 1721, the great hall of the Trinity-house 'was 
built, and the widows' apflirtrntints in 1724, with inscrip- 
tiotts, mentioning under what master, wardens, &c. they 
were erected. 

In the rebellion, in the year 1745, when the town of New- 
castle was fortified, the elder brethren of this society were 
commissioned to procure seamen to work the guns under 
their care, that were placed upon the walls of the town. It 
appears also, that several of the brethren of this house were 
sent over to Carlisle to fig^t the guns placed upon the walls 
of that city. 

~ February, 1746, when His Royal Highness the Duke of 
Cumberland passed through Newcastle, on his return from 
Scotland, after having defeated the rebels at CuUoden, he 
was presented with the freedom of this society in a gcdd 
box. 

In 1763, the school was re-built» Francis Femberton, 
Esq. master. 

September 23, 1789, this society paid 500 guineas for 
fifty-two seats in All Saints church, for the accommodation 
of the brethren. 

January 14th, 1817, the Rev. H. D. Griffith. M. A. was 
/dlected chaplain to this society, on the death of the Key. 
George Emerson. 

The revenue of this respectable fraternity is now very 
conaiderable. They support, at present, within their house, 
twdve men and twelve women pensioners, having each an 
allowance of twenty-six shillings per month, a coat and hat 
to the men, and a gown and petticoat to the women, once 
in two years ; they are provided with coals, and have the 
gratuitous advice of tiie surgeon of the establishment (Mr 
T. M. Greenhow) when necessary. They have also two 
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dassGB oT oBt-pewdoncTB ; (rf* the first dass there are fifty 
upon the UbI, receiving £6 per aBnnm escfa, wid twea^ 
shillingB extra for each child ander ibnrteen fears of age ; 
of tl\e second class there are ffi>pat thirty Tipon the lig^ re- 
ceiving £4 per amram, and twenty shillujgs extra for chil- 
dren under fourteen. They likewise maintain a sununonWr 
end a matron, who have apartments within their house. 

The total number of the brethren of this society is two 
hundred an foUow, 



Akiu.— A^ nber, dt 

aou-fiece the i whiatle 

anddiMii ofthe t Mf^ih e Tl Bia.gut)por1inf.tfe jyM.hui 'i ITBta the 
timber or croM-pece of the anchoTl>T Ui » u pdh the chie£ Cia*T^- 
The hull of a ship, having onlj a inaiu4aut, round-top, and bow* 
aprit, all or- Motto. — Deiu dabit vela. 



Thb old ordinary of this society, the tni^nal of which is 
still in their possession, is dated the last day of August, 
1527. By the authority of the mayor, sheriff, and alder- 
men, justicea <^ the peace, with the consent of thek own 
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body^ it enjoins them to assemble yearly^ at the feast of 
Corpus Christie go together in procession, and play their 
play and pageant of '' The Bearing of the Cross/' at their 
own expence ; each brother to be at the procession when his 
hour is assigned^ on pain of forfeiting 6d. To take no 
Scotsman bom to apprentice, nor set any to work, under 
a penalty of 40s. for each default, whereof half to go to the 
fellowship, and half to the work of Tyne Bridge, without 
any forgiveness ; to admit any person who had served an 
apprenticeship with a brother of the society, a member 
thereof, on the payment of Ids. 4d., and 12d. for a pot of 
ale ; as also, any man of that craft, being the King's liege 
man, and desirous to be of the fellowship, a brother there- 
of, with power to set up shop, on the payment of £20, and 
12d. for a pot of ale. The searchers to search four times a 
year at least That any brother falling into poverty should 
be supplied out of the common box, at the discretion of the 
stewards and the twelve ; and that any brother misbehaving 
at meetings, should forfeit 6 pounds of wax for every de- 
fault ; and that any brother lying in wait to beat, slay, or 
murder any of hia brethren, should be put out of the socie- 
ty for ever ; that any brother calling another " Scot," or 
*' manswom/' in malice, should forfeit 6s. 8d. without any 
forgiveness; that every apprentice should serve 7 years, 
and pay at his entrance a pound of wax ; that they should 
settle their accounts every year, on the Monday after Cor- 
pus Christi day, and choose their stewards, &c. ; {hat every 
brother should be " at the Sante Augustine's," in the day 
of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross, and go '' the none 
of the same day to the dirige and sowle masses to be done 
for the brederes and siisters"" of the fellowship, on pain 
of forfeiting 6d. for each default ; that every brother take 
for the working of a dozen broad cloth 4s., for a dozen 
'' strates wollene." 20d. to be measured by the long wand, 
for a dozen lyn-cloth,. yard-broad, bleeched, 12d., also 
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" sise and brood-lynn and hardoite," lOd. a dozen; a dozen 



Mr John Pitt Scott, Ufc^^ 

HrKobot Belt, * ^ ^ ' 

Aims. — Azure, on »chevTon argent, In twggiMluitfl&opanto'hBadg, 
having each a shuttle in hii mouth, or, u nuuij roses gules, seeded of 
the third, barbed, vert Ciest. — A leopard's head or, ducallj crown- 
ed gules, in bia mouth a shuttle of the firut. Motto. — Weave truth 

with trust. 



Tub ancient ordinary of this Society, dated October 10, 
1443, enyoined that they should go together in proceBai(ni 
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on Corpus Christi day, in a livery, and afterwaifds pky the 
•^ Baptizing of Christ" at their own expence. Every man 
to be at the procession virhen his hour is ass^ed him, at 
the New-Gate, on pain of forfeiting a pound of wax ; to go 
also with their pageant, when it should be played m a live- 
ry, on the like pain ; that no alien bom should be taken 
apprentice, or allowed to work within the town^ or without^ 
under a penalty of 208. ; that the society should uphold the 
light of St. John the Baptist, in St. Nicholas' Church, afr 
long afr they were of ability ; that no barber, apprentice, 
nor servant should shave on a Sunday, neither within the 
town nor without, by a mile's spaoe^ 

There is another ordinary of this society, dated Septem- 
ber 25, 1671, confirming the former, and making them a 
body politic by the name of the Barber-Chirurgeons, and 
Wax and Tallow-Chandlers, ordering them to meet yearly, 
and choose two wardens, who were to be sworn ; that ap- 
prentices should serve seven years ; and that when any bro- 
ther had taken a^ cure in hand, no other should meddle with 
it till it was completed, on pain of forfeiting 20s. for the 
first, 30s. for the second, and 40s. for the third default, 
half of which to go to the brother who first dressed the pa- 
HenL It further enjoined, that none should wash, dress, 
or trim on a Sunday, on pain of forfeiting 2s. for every 
offence,, gi'^iiig the company power to make by-laws^ and 
to choose annually two searchers, who were to be sworn. 

In the year 1648, on a petition from this society for a. 
place in the Manors whereon to build a meeting-house, the 
corporation of Newcastle ordered a lease of certain ground 
there to be granted them for that purpose, for sixty-one 
years, at the annual rent of 6s. 8d., with a certain number 
of yards of land for a garden, to be planted with medicinal 
herbs. This lease expiring, a new one was granted, A. D. 
1771, for the like term of sixty-one years firom the expira- 
tion of the old one^ 
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Their hall was built in 1730. It stands upon piazzas^ 
having a grass plot in front, with gravel walks« adorned 
with statues. 

The following are esttracts from their old books : — 
" Accounts 1691. — ^Disburst about the man that was gi- 
ven the compjGUiy for dissection.'^ '' April :6th, 1711^ four 
statues ordered to be bought, not to exceed fifteen pounds.^ 
'^ April 9lh« 1711, a skeleton ordered to be bought in Lon- 
don, not to exceed six guineas/' *' December 11th, 1711, 
ordered by a %11 vote in the company that perrywigg-mak- 
ing be from thenbeforth accounted as a part and branch of 
the company;'' ''«June 14th« 1742, order that' no brother 
shave John Robsoi, till he jpays what he owes to fiobert 
Shafto." 

J 

iiX John Fife, i 

Arms.— J^tfv^ SMeUL Quarterly : first and fourth, sable, a chevron 
between three fleams argent ; second and thind, per pale aigent, and 
vert, a spatula in pala argent, surmounted of a rose gules, charged 
with another of the first ; Ihe first rose regidl j crowned proper. Be- 
tween the four quarters, a cross of Sfc ^orge gules, x^axged with a 
lion passant gardant, or. Chest.— An opmicus, with wings indontfd, 
or, fisr the Barber-Chinuig^ns. Second Shield, Per fefgiusiire, and 
argent, a pale counter-changed, three^dosies 9;^tbe^la8t ; each holding 
in the beak an olive branch, ox. Crest. — ^A dish aigent, glorified, 
or ; thereon the head of St John the Baptist, proper, for the Tallow 
Chandlers. Motto. — ^I>e presdentia Dei 



The ordinary of this society, dated August 8th, 1636« 
signed the day following by the judges of assize^ who certify 
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their having perused and ratified the same^ enjoins them to 
meet yearly on the 27th of December, to choose two war- 
dens, and the like number of overseers ; prohibiting them 
from working on Sundays and holidays observed by the 
church, giving them power to make by-laws, and restricting 
apprentices from working tide-work till they had served 
three years. 

Another order of this society, dated August 6th, 1674, 
was also confirmed by the judges; as was another also, da- 
ted July 26th, 1689. Besides the above, this fraternity have 
since shade many additional orders by thdr own authority. 
The following curious entries occur in their old books : — » 

" 1613, Robart Harrigad,. for a carvell. Is 1622, Wil- 

liam Keisley, for working on a ketch on a holiday 7d.: — Of 
two for working on a *'flebote'* on a holiday 7d.-^1624, re- 
ceived for a pott "fower heates on a keele 2 Id.'* — 1651, 
about this time the company appear to have had ways at 
the Close-gate, where large ships were biiilt. — 27 Decem- 
ber, 1622, pd. for betredging the towre 24s. 2d 1630, 

mention occurs of Skis Thursday being our Lady-day in 
Lent. — June 24th, 1673, a brother fined for challenging an- 
other to fight, and giving him his glove. — Ten brethren fined 
for working on January 30th, 1651, being a thanksgivinge- 
daye — December 27th, 1672, a brother fined for telling one 
of the twelve " he turned his cloake upon the other shoul- 
der." 

This society consists of 29 members. They have their 
hall in Wall-Knoll, or Carpenters* Tower, built in the year 
1716. 

Mr Wm-uun Wright, \s,^,^^ 
Mr Joseph Farrington, i 

AaM8.~Azure, an autique hulk, the stern terminating with the 
head of a dragon; in the hulk, the ark with three doors in the side ; 
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from tlieuk, ^l^ittheridSiBBtep-Udder, al]oT;ini«diiefu:gent, ' 
the crosa of St. Geoige gules, chstged with ■ lion passBiit gardant of 
the second. CaEsi — A like ark or, on ground vert ; on the top of 
the Bik, B dove aigent, holding in tl)e beat an olire-bmnch verL 



The ancient ordinary oftfais aocie^, dfltad January 30lli, 
1436, enj<M] 
Corpus Chi 
their play a 
hoar a«si^ 
pound of w 
Apprentice, 
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Elizabeth] 
ley-makers 

none of these companiee shall take aoy apprentice but one 
in four years, except the children of brethren ;" and by a 
by-law of this couBolidated company, in the year 1786, it 
was enacted, " that for the enrolment of every apprentice so 
taken, a brother shall pay £10, or any apprentice at all du- 
ring the servitude of another, £5." But by a mandamus, 
(Coates V. the Coopers' Company in 1797] it was fully de- 
termined " that corporations have no right to make by-laws 
in restraint of trade, and that a prohibition not to take more 
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than a. certain number of apprenticea is a law in restrwnt of 
trade." 

January 30tfa, 1650, the corporation of Newcastle ordered 
them a lease for seven years of a place in the Manors, to be 
a meeting-house. The company of plasterers appear to 
have met with this society soon after the restoration. The 
following entry occurs in dieir boolra:— " June fith, 1667, 
received of die plaisterers for their part of the plaistering of 
die new meeting-house £1 4g. 6d." 

iQctober 7th, 1699, a warrant was granted to this society 
by Iht mayor of Newcastle, to search all herrings, &c. a 
powef which is still continued in thei; hands. 

A. ii. 172S, a legacy of £20 was left by Mrs Maigaret 
Steplcnson to this society, to be divided, and let out to two 
brethlen for a certain number of years, withoat interest 

ThjC company consists of <S5 mend>erB. 

Tb^ hold their meetfags at a tavern. 

Mr James Scotl, > 

AM.KS.-^j^BBy of ei{^t gulee and nble, on a chevron betire^ 
tlu'ee umulets or,-^prose betweeD two axes acure ; on a chief vert, 
tbiee Hlies slipped, elalkrt, and leaved, argent Ckut. — A demi- 
hea^hoDck, with wings expanded, azurc^ powdgied-with umulets or j 
in the bMlii TTily ngeoit. ^_^ ''"^ 




ANCIENTLY CALLED WBIGHTS. 

An ordinary of this society, dated July 3rd, 1579, ctmsti- 
tuted the house carpenters and Joiners a body corporate of 
themselves, with perpetual succession and power to sue and 
be sued, &c. in the courts of Newcssde ; ordered that they 
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should meet yearly, and choose three wardens, two of whom 
were to be house carpenters, and the third a joiner ; and 
that whenever the general plays of the town, called Corpus 
Christi plays, should be played, they should play the Burial 
of Christ, which anciently belonged to their fellowship : that 
no apprentice should serve less than seven years ; no Scots- 
man to be taken as such under penalty of 40s., nor to be 
made free on any account. It further enacted, that the 
joiners should work at the sealing of houses within, the ma^ 
king " dormentB and windows,^' " drawn tables of frame- 
work, and tables with tumposts,*' " buffet-stools,** " forms,*' 
"cupboards,'* "almeries,** "pressers,** '^chaurs,and sconces 
of frame-work,** " casements,** " trellising of windows," 
"buttries of framed work,** "framed chists,*' and all others 
pinned with wood, "as also every other kind of joiner's 
work.** That the two trades should occupy in common the 
making of buttries, or any other kind of work with " sealing 
linck,^* i. e. one board growen in another, and nailed with 
iron nails ; " chists for corpses, and all other chists not pin- 
ned with wood;** "removing of beds, cupboards, and draw- 
tables, together with making of doors and windows mulder 
work.** And that half of their fines should go to the main- 
tenance of the great bridge, and the other half to the fellow- 
ship. 

September 5th, 1782, this society presented Sir M. W. 
Ridley with the freedom of their incorporation, a medal, 
and a ring, as a token of their approbation of his parlia- 
mentary-conduct. December 26, 1795, Sir M. W. Ridley 
again received the thanks of this company, for his opposition 
to the seditious and treason bills. 

In consequence of the intended removal of the West- 
Gate, over which they formerly had their hall, a plan for a 
new meeting-house was laid before the company May 27th, 
1805, and approved. The new building, which is of stone, 
was finished in 1812 : it is a handsome structure, situated 
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nearly on the site of the old gate, and was estimated to coet 
upwards of £1,000. 

The company consists of 1 1 1 members. 

Mr Rotat WaDace, 



Abms. — Ai^ent, a chevran engrailed between three pair <i 
pasKK, expanded at the points, Mt^ 
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sff orif ptlrar apptgntiee* ihoulil-flerve'aeven years; that at 

the marriages and buri9lI~orbrethren, and their wjvee, the 

company should attend to the church Buch persons to be 

married or buried ; that one half of their fines should go to 

the maintenance of the great bi^dge, and the other half to 

the said fellowship. July 1st, 1674, the society appear to 

have met in the White-Friar-Tower, with the wallers, or 

bricklayers and metiers. 

George Maxwell, mason, who died September 14th, 1732, 
beqaeatbed the rental of five messuages in Newcastle to this 
BDcie^, for the relief of bredu«n reduced to poverty by sick- 
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nees, and of their neceeMtooa widowB. May 19th, 1742. 
thisfrateoiity, on dieir petitioo, obtained of the corpontlon. 
of Neirt^c;, & giant of the Cutler's Tower, in the Culfi)- 
Crofl, wbii:li they hare Efince repaired in a handsome man- 
nar. The company consists of 16 ^nembere. 

MrJamoGutlirfe, \a,„„,^ 
Hr Cieorge Singletoiii,'' 
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form such parts in them aaahotrid be^espectu'dy-BSHigDed 
diem, on pain of forfeiting 2a. 6d'. Jbrerery time they were 
absent ; that apprentices should serve seven years, five of 
which to elapse before a second could be taken ; that no Scot 
shotdd be taken a^^rentice, or erer admitted into the fellow- 
slup. It eqoined also the a^^intment of two triers <^ 
work, as expressly and particnlarly named in the joint ordi- 
nary of the house carpenters and joiners.* 

' Tlie followiag entries occur in the books of Ibis todetj ; — Dit- 
btinimmli, 1GD2. — ** Item for Drawing of a petitioti, Ib." " About 
je prentices wben ye mikir tent for uf, li> Sd,'' " Spent about Tier- 
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This fraternity foimerly had tbdr meetii^ bonfie over Pil^ 
grim Street Gate, in which these was an escutcheon with 
this inscription "Mrs Margaret Stephenson, relict of Mr 
John Stephenson, merchant of Newcastle, departed this life 
August 2dd, 1729, and> by her last will and testament, gave 
to the company of Joiners of Newcastle aforesaid, twenty 
pounds, to be lent to two such brethren of the said fellow- 
ship, as shall want stock to set np with, for four years with- 

iiig je Town, Is." ** 1675, To make firiends wfh. comon coimceOmen 
wt. was spent wth. tfiem, 28. 6dJ^ ^ 1721, Given to Joshua Bilton 
to paj the Doctress, Ss.** ^ 1722, Spent waiting of Mr Mayor at 
parhamenteering. Is. — ^ffor two Bottles of Wine & one of Sack^ Ss. 
Sd.** ^ 1726, The Beadles drinks for ye whole year, 8s.— Paid to- 
wards ye £&eeman*s Plate, 218. — Spent with the People yt. put out 
ye ffire in the meeting house, lOd.** ** July 18, 1727, Paid for Ten 
qiiarts o£ wine for the Three candidates, 205. — Paid for three pound 
of ffine Biscates for them, 4s. 6d." ^ October, 1714, for candles to 
Sluminate the meeting house att the Kings accession. Is. 6d.*' 

Orders. — On Easter Tuesday, 1673, *' Whereas complaint was 
made of some of the company for speckling of wood to make it looke 
l&e reaU speekled wood, and to place it in woike by them made, ma> 
long the ]BQngs subjects belieye the same to be leall, whereas it is 
not soe. Th^refive to prevent the doeing of the same for the future. 
It is voted by the most part of the company that such wood artificial- 
ly speckled shaE not be made use of for the time to come, and if any 
shall transgresse any more therein to be fyned 68. 8d. for every of- 
fgnce."— On St Peter^s day, 1673, *< Whereas there was an order 
lately made not to speckle wood artifidally to look like reall speckled 
wood. It is this day upon further consideration ordered, that they 
may artificially speckle wood and make use of it on woik, provided 
they doe not affirme it to be reall speckled wood wch. if they do af- 
firme they are to pay for every offence, 68. Sd." Deer. 10^ 1684,, 
^ The company is dischaiged from working for Gawen Preston until 
Matthew Hills be satisfyed.'* Feb. 8, 1685, "^Ordered yt. from 
hencefiirth noe brother of ye company of Joyners ahaU keep or sett 
up a ooffin or other signe at 2 places but onely either at ye house or 
shopp of such brother, upon penalty of 68. 8d. fine to be pd. by every 
Brother soe offending." 
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out interest, and bo la be tranaferred to other two sach bre- 
tliren of the sud Joiners at the end of every fonr years for 
erer," 

On uiother ibid. "Barbara FaibrOJIge, relict of Charles 
Farbridge, a brother of the company, died April 13th, 1743, 
aged 60, bequeathed to the poor widows of deceased bre- 
thren twenty poirnds, the use of which to be . paid by the 
■tewaids on St Peter's Day, yearly, for ever." 

On ball. 
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betveen tworosgrpilgj, wdtijof the third, baxbsi. B mtt o »^ep«le 
an escaUo[Mdieli of the lecond. ''^^aux.p-'Ademi^aTBge proper, 
wreatbed about the head and waist with leaves vert, holding in his 
dexter hand, ovei his shoulder, a tiltjiig spear or, headed argent. 
Motto. — In God is all our trust. 



im^Unmf or ittUletis. 

Thk -ordinary of this society, dated September 20, 1078, 

citing another of older date, constituted twenty free millers 

a fellowship, with perpetnal snccession, and eiyoined them 

f3 
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to choose two wardens every year> who might sue and be 
fitted, &c* in the courts of the town ; and that when the ge- 
neral plays should be performed, they should play the an- 
cient one of the sociely, called " The Ddiverance of the 
Children of Isrell out of the Thraldome, Bondage, and Ser- 
vitude of King Pharo/* on pain of forfeiting 20s. for ab- 
sence ; that no stranger or alien bom should be taken ap- 
prentice, or set to work, on pain of 6s. 8d. ; and that ap- 
prentices should serve ^ven years ; that no com should be 
ground upon Sundays ; that each miller in the counties of 
Northumberland or Durham, who brought com from New- 
castle market, should pay them an ackiiowledgement of 6d. 
per annum, and pay 2s. 6d. every time he should be found 
in the wheat or malt market before two o'clock in the after- 
noon on market days, unless to fetch away the com which 
his customers had bought there; and that none such foreign 
millers should buy com there, under a penalty of 26. 6d.- 
for each default 

It further enjoined, that the wardens of this society 
should make oath in the town chamber concerning the fines, 
half whereof to go to the support of the Newcastle part of 
Tyne Bridge. 

April 8th, 1672, a singular order occurs in the books of 
this fraternity, that if any brother should attend the burial 
of another with a black hat, he should be fined 6d. for every 
such defatdt 

This society at present consists of fifteen members. 
They have no hall, but hold their meetings at a tavern. 

Mr James Calbreath, 1 g^^^^^,,,^ 
Mr Walter Smith, J 

A&ksj— A^Saity« chevisa betwetm three mili'pedn, aable. 
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The ordinary of this society, dated October Ist, 1548, 
enjoined them to go tc^lher in procession at the feast of 
Corpiu Chiisti, bear the cba^B i>f the lights, pageants, 
and play, and be there at the hour assigned them, on pain 
of forfeiting a pound of #bx. It farther enjoined, that none 
bom out of the King's dominion should work with them, 
onlesB he were denizen, or for ui^ent causes to be admitted 
by the mayor and jvsticea oi the peace, on pain of jibing 
£40 sterling ; that th^ should not work on bolidayst or cm 
Saturdays longer than five o'clock at afternoon, on pEun of 
forfeiting a ponnd «f wax; that each brother, should be 
Bwom on admiasioUj and tbat the aimourers, curriers, and 

i in each others occupations. 

yt the seizure of French hats, exr . 

hose of the company, 
mode a singular order, that no 

apprentice, on pain of forfeiting 

ade an agreement to lepalr-Het- 
ber Tower for a meeting house. 
^UbiBK. are at present 13 members. 

Mr B<^eT Dove, T 

Mr Thomaa WiddnDgteo, ifltaonlt. 

Mr James Dbvuri, J 

Akus. — Fint ShiM. Atgent, a dexter band couped at the wrist 
gules, between two bat-bandi nowed azure, in chief a hut t^tAe, baud. 
edofUie third. Ckest. — A naked inn embowed proper, holding 
in the hand a hat lable, banded szure, for the FeltJnalcert. Stoend 
SMeU. Azure, a cron engrailed or, between four pur of Eurrier'B 
sliaves in saltier argent, handled of the tecond. Cassi. — Two arnw 
embowed proper, vested to the elbow argent, iuuing from cloud* of 



frhy fln^ li ^^Lting ui tboT hmda a dnvc^ m in the tma< ICotto^^ 
Spea notfim Deui, Ibr tlw CDTTiei. rUrd OicU — AigcM, on ■ 
denon nble, ■ detter gmnUet between two {aoT of daggen in wU 
tierof thefint, handled and hOUdor; onaduef cf tbeaeand, an 
oral ilneld of the field, charged with a atm galea, endnJed with a 
carred ihieU of the third, betweoi two Im^""*' impo', gamidied or. 
f»^BT — k <lj«ni-wwTi io armotir, couped at the middle of the *^^\ 
aU pnmei', garniihcd iff ; the b c a yeg up i on his bead, a rJnwiA of 
three {eatbera, two ir^t, and one galea; roimd hii wntt, aMih of 
the lait, fringed (rf the aeeandt boMiiigin hi* dexta hand a cwmd 
-Uake aU iDTe, fis 
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In dieii old books their officers are ^ed " a box-master, 
and two key-keqiers." They have at present two stewards. 

The eociety conuste of 15 membess. 

The Tower near St Andrew's chorch, where tiiey mee^ 
appears to have been re-bnilt about April, 1707. A. D. 
1771, it was Aoronghly repaired and beaotified at the ex- 
pence of the society. 







Faviiouirs. 



I 



Z0^''i^m~-J^ 




SlLATElRS, 



«9 



Mr Jamea Walton, 1 
Mr Willuon Fo^iiD, J 

Axm. — Argent, a chevron between tliree fltg-itones sable. 
Crzbt. — An aim embowed, rested azaxe, cuSed argent, holding'iu 
the band proper, a jnck-axe of tbe lasb Motto — I^t brotberljr 
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Another oidinary, dated September 28th, 1579, cited an 
agreement between the slaters and bricklayers, and incor- 
porated the societies with perpetual saccession, enjoined 
them to choose two wardens annually, who might sue and 
be sued, make by-laws, &c. j that at the g^ieral Corpus 
Chrisli plays, they should play " The Offering of Isaac by 
Abraham," where every brother was to attend, on pjun of 
forfeiting 2b. 6d. 

Another ordinary of this society, dated March 16th, lfi77. 
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sepanitied them from the company of waDerB, faricUayen, 
and dawhen, alias plagleren; and made them in deed and 
name a feUowship, by the name of slaterB and tylera ; or- 
dered them to meet yearly on St Catherine's day; to woik 
no kind of black mortar or clay, but to make ovena and 
chimnies, or fhnnels. 

March 30th, 1619, the joiner» i^pear to have gnmted' 
the use of their hall to this society. November lllh, 1^54, 
they appear to have met with the coopers in the Manors. 

By certain ordinances and by-laws of this society, dated 
November 25th, 1786, they were much restricted, by the 
imposition of excessive fines, in engaging apprentices ; but, 
in the year 1787, the payment of these fines was success- 
fully resisted by John Taylor, a member of the society ; the 
stewards for the time being, having declined to inrol an in- 
denture of apprenticeship, until the sum of £15 should be 
paid. They were served with an order of the court of king's 
bench, June 22nd, that year, to shew cause why a writ of 
mandamus should not issue, directed to them, commanding 
them to inrol in the proper book of the said company the 
indenture of apprenticeship whereby John Hunter was 
bound apprentice to John Taylor, on the 19th day of Feb- 
ruary preceding ; a meeting of the company was in conse- 
quence held on the 2drd June, when it was the unanimous 
opinion of the said company, that they w^re unprepared to 
shew cause against the said rule within the time therein li- 
mited. The mandamus was accordingly issued, and the 
indenture inrolled A. D. 1789. 

A. D. 1821, Gunner Tower, a litde to the south of Fordi 
Lane, was converted into a meeting-house for this society, 
which at present consists of 35 members. 

Mr Lewi. Forsyth,) 5,,,.^ 
Mr James Walton, I 

Amiia. — Acuie» m cfaevrm betwem three kthing-hamiiezB ai)gent, 
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handled or. Ckebt. — A dexter hand couped at the wrist, holding a 
trowel, all proper. Motto. — Our trust is in GoA 



i^Iumberd^ J^tMtvtxsi, anb &lantxs* 



to them in the mayondty of Sir Peter RiddeH, A. D. 1619. 
A i^ded ball hangs amended from the centre of this meet- 
ing-room : it probably had bees shot ^tora the cannon of 
the ScottiGh army, during the great Ei^ of the town in 
1644 ; and having lodged in the wall, was discovered on the 
alteration of the tower. 
The society consists of 41 members. 

Mr George Newton, T 

Mr ThomM Winship, > Sleuardt, 

Mr Isaac Milk Seeaej,J 

Asks— Firil SMeld. Or, on a chevron sable, between a crow stafi* 
fewwiae of the last, indoied hj two plummets azure, all in chief^ and 



42 



» level leyeraed in beae of the aeoQiid, two solderingiroiis in nltier, 
between a cutUng-kniJfe on the dexter, tad a ihaTe-hook on the ai- 
nister argent Crest.— -A triple fountain or, iasaing water proper ; 
on the top an angel of the last, vested argent, ducaUj crowned and 
winged of the first, holding in the dexter hand a sword, and in the 
sinister a pair of scales, both or. Ovxa thx CmxsT* — Justitia-et pax* 
Motto ukdeh the Arms. — ^In God is all our hope, for the Plumb' 
&n. Second SMekL^-Azxae^ on a chevron or, between three antique 
limbed^s argent, as many roses gules, seeded of the second, barbed 
vert. Ceest. — On a mount vert, two arms embowed proper, vested 
argent, cuffed gules, holding in both hands erect a dish of the third. 

Motto In God is all my trust, for the Pewterera. TkM ShisUL 

—Argent, two grozing-lnins in saltier, between four closing-nails sa- 
ble ; on a diief gules, a lion passant gardant or* Cbxst.^-A lion's 
headcouped or, between two wings expanded azure. Motto. — 
Lucem tuam da nobis o Beum, for the Glaners. 



Aociets of |$o&{(tmm« 

This Society appears to have existed as a giald or fira- 
temity for the loading and better disposing of sea coals and 
pit coals, and stones called grindstones, ribb-stones, and 
whet stones, in the town of Newcastle upon Tyne, firom 
time immemorial, but without being incorporated until the 
22nd March, 1600, (42nd year of the reign of Elizabeth) 
when a royal charter was granted to William Jenison the 
elder, William Selby, Henry Anderson, William LiddeU, 
Henry Chapman, Geoi^ Famaby, and several others (in 
all forty-eight), being brethren of the said fraternity, that 
they should from thenceforth, for ever, be one body corpo- 
rate and politic, in matter, deed, and name, by the name 
of Governor and Stewards, and Brethren of the Fraternity 
of the Hoastmen of the Town of Newcastle upon Tyne, in 
the County of the Town of Newcastle upon Tyne, and they 
were by the said charter established a body corporate ac- 
cordingly, with power to obtain, receive, and possess landa^ 
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tenements, liberties, jurisdictions, franchises, and heredita- 
ments, and to grant and assign the same, and to do and 
execute all and singular other things and causes by the 
aforesaid name; and also, by the same name, to plead and 
be impleaded, answer and be answered, defend and be de- 
fended in all actions, suits, &c. ; and that they were to have 
a common seal, which they might break, alter, and renew. 
A governor and two stewards to be elected annually, on the 
4th day of January; and the said William Jenison the 
elder was by the said charter constituted the first governor, 
and the said Francis Anderson and John Barker the first 
stewards. The governor, stewards, and brethren, (the go- 
vernor and stewards to be three, or the governor find one 
steward to be two) to have power and authority to assemble 
together in their Guild-hall, or any other place within the 
said town, and there make such laws, orders, acts, ordi- 
nances, and decrees, as should seem good, wholesome, pro- 
fitable, honest, and necessary to the said governor, stewards, 
and brethren ; and for their better government, should im- 
pose, make, ordain, limit, and provide such pains, punish- 
ments, penalties, and imprisonments of body, or by fines 
and amerciaments, or both of them, against and upon all 
ofifenders against such laws: the said fines and amercia- 
ments to be retained for the use of the fraternity, whhout 
vexation or impediment Authority was given to the said 
fraternity, from time to time, at their will and pleasure, to 
choose, name, and ordain others, being inhabitants and bur- 
gesses of the said town, to be brethren of the said fraternity. 
The first meeting after the granting of the charter was held 
on the 8th July, 1600, when it was ordered, " That John 
'^ Rand, one of the brethren, should, before the feast of 
Michaelmas then next, leave his dwelling in Gateshead, 
and setde himself to reside in this town, upon pain of do- 
ing the contrary to forfeit the sum of ten pounds, to be 
levied of his lands, goods, and chattels.^' On the 19th* 
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July, 1603, the following entry appeals : — ** Reasons hom^ 
bly offered by the Coleowners of Newcastle to the consi- 
deration of the right Honorable Lords and others of his 
Mag^^ most Honourable privy Counsel!, touching the 
late information exhibited against them by the Lord May- 
'' or* and Aldermen of London, concerning the prices of sea 
" Coles. First, for raiseing of the prices of Cole, the use 
*' of Sea Coles in London and all other cost Towns through 
the Kingdome is soe encreased above the quantity that 
formerley it was, and the number of the shipps employed 
for the carriage of the same are soe likewise encreased, 
*' and especially this year, both in number and Burthen, 
'* That the Coleworks which, the last year and formerly, 
were wrought, and were sufficient for the furnishing of 
the Kingdome with that commodity, is not now able to 
supply that want by a very great proporcon, although 
^' the same hath been greatly supplyed at Sunderland, near 
*' Newcastle, which doth appear to be true ; for that in the 
*' end of the last year, all men were aground at their Pitts, 
^' and had very few or noe Coles upon their Staiths at the 
*' Watfcerside. Whereupon they seing the necessity of a 
'' greater quantity of Coles likely to be vented this year 
^' then formerly hath been. Did provide to sinke new Pitts, 
'' and sett on more works, both further distant from the 
'* Watterside, and deeper sinking to lower mines, for the 
" furnishing of which works there was a greater number of 
*' workmen and labourers required by many. Whereupon 
'* ensued, that both the labourers for sinking of Pitts, and 
'' f(Hr workeing Coles under the Ground, and the draw- 
*' ers above Ground, being very scant, and working and 
'* drawing them at deeper Pitts and Shafts, had their wages 
** much encreased, a fourth penny at the least, which, add- 
*' ed to the charges in sinking the Pitts, water, charges in 
'' wyning new Mynes, the charge of timber, dailes, and 
ff oorveing ; whereof there is great scant, and yett of neces- 
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sity, most be used in great quantity both for propping, 
upholding the Mines^ timbering of Shafts^ and drawing 
*' of Coles> with many other necessary incidents for Cole- 
*' workers^ as Ropes> Iron, and other things, with the 
^' prsent dearth of Victualls, All which daly encrease in 
price more and more, and so likely to continue, hath 
made the Coales dearer to the Coleowners in the pointe 
** of working only, in some places fire shillings, and other 
places six shillings in a ten of Coles, besides diverse of 
the greatest Coleowners have been by extremity of wat* 
ter this year, putt from their work, and lost the same 
*' wholly 'y haveing in some one work lost six or seven hun- 
" dred pounds, and diverse others in former yeares, by 
^' such meanes quite overthrown in their Estates. Second- 
ly, the price of Coles is here encreased by reason of the 
Carriage, which wee shall make justly appear upon ex- 
'' aminacon, that hithertowards, since Candlemas last, the 
'' price of carriages, especisdly in Darwen, where the great* 
'' est quantity and best Coles are, for the most part of the 
** Coles there ledd, hath, and yett doth cost dearer by two 
shillings in the chalder for leading only, and in other 
places a higher proporcon then was given the last year, 
the reasons whereof are apparent: — First, the scant of 
'' Coles left of the last yeares work, and the sharpnesse of 
the Winter being such, as little or no Winter carriage 
could be had, and the great want of Hay and fother, and 
*' die death of many cattell and horse, was so great, that 
wee were enforced to give greater prices as afore is men- 
tioned, in regard that wee knew the Carriage could not 
*' be performed soe cheap as the last year : it was which, if 
wee Had not done, the Shipps must of necessity have 
lyne here much longer unloaden, as the Masters of the 
Ships themselves can testify. And further, whereas by 
this time we expected the prices for loading of Cole» 
^* should have fallen to a lower rate, wee find, that by dear- 
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*' nesae of Cattell, the unaeasoDableiieBs of the year, the' 
raiseing of the prise of pasture gates, with all the gromids 
lying conveniently for that pnrpose is not able to supply, 
** diere is noe likelyhood &at the price of carnage of Coles 
** can soe fall as Coles may be afforded here at lesse prices 
** then now they are, neither is it in the reach of onr nn- 
** derstanding to devise to lessen the psent price that Coles 
** are now sold for here at Newcastle, which we are the 
** rather induced to think, for that all the Carriages that 
wee cann possibly provide in regard that the greatest 
quantity of Coals are now wrought at further Pitts then 
** they were the last year, and are every year likely to be 
** further of, the nearer Mines being most of them wholly 
** waisted, will not be able in future times to ground the 
** Pitts, and for the psent the most of all our Coles at our 
** near Pitts are already ledd and carried at such unreason- 
*' able rates as hath been to our very great losse, notwith- 
** standing our raiseing twelve pence in a Chalder of Coles 
** Newcastle usuall measure. Secondly, by the rent of 
'' Wayleaves and Staithroomes is of late soe far inharuted 
** by the Freeholders, through whose grounds wee must of 
" necessity pass with our carriages above the rate we for- 
'' merly held the same, that the prices of Coles is thereby 
" the rather occasioned to be raised. Thirdly, wee offer 
" unto your Lordships honorable and grave consideration, 
" wether it is possible the premisses considered, that Sea 
'< Coles be such a Comodity as can be continually afforded 
" att one settled price, bs it should seem the said M aior & 
" Aldermen of London would have, all comodytyes be- 
** ing uncertaine of price, according to the difference of 
" times and occasions. And further, that it would please 
" your Lordships to conceive, that the price raised there, 
'' notwithstanding all these former causes, is but at the 
most eight pence in one London chalder, which wee 
hope your honors will not think unreasonable, the times 
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f and occasions being weighed. And for the other point 
" of the complaint of the Lord Maior & Aldermen of Lon- 
** don, chargeing us that such Shipp Maisters and Costers as 
'' fetch Coles from thence, are now constrained to stay there 
f three weeks & a month sometimes & more, before they 
" can be sufiered to take in their loading, unless they will 
except of a porcon of Coles called pann Coles, whereby 
they cannot make soe many retumes, nor bring such a 
great quantity of Coles to London as they formerly used, 
and that by this occasion, the time of the year is soe farr 
spent. That, without great difficulty, the City cannot be 
proTided sufficiently of Sea Coles for the poore. To this 
" wee answer, that the complaynts are mistaken, as we 
" think in the pointe of ready dispatch and many retumes, 
*' for that wee find by our books, and wee think it will 
'' likewise appear in his Maj^^^ customehouse, that there 
'' hath been more Coles shipped forth of this River for 
'' London, and the cost in this year, since Shrove tyde last, 
at which time the Frost broke first up, untiU the fourth 
day of June instant, then was the last year in the same 
time, by a great proporcion. But if it be true, that wee 
** are informed the occasion of soe few retumes (if any fault 
be) proceedeth rather from the strict course held by the 
Lord Maior of London in restraining Shipp Masters to 
sell their Coles to the readiest Chapman as formerly they 
have used, neither have wee constrained any Shipp Mas- 
ters to stay here three weeks or month before they could 
be suffered to take in their loading, nor have we enforced 
any man to take any other sort of Coles then themselves 
'* well knew and were willing to accept of for their more 
" spedy dispatch, it being not possable to furnish them of 
'' a sufficient number of the best sort of Coles at that time, 
" nor scarce yett, of which generall imputations Wee hum- 
" bly intreat your Lordshipps to acquitt us the premisses 
** considered, except perticularly wee may be charged. 
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*' when wee make no donbt but every of us, for his own? 
perticular can & will discharge himself. May it there^ 
fore please your Lordshipps, favourably to accept these 
our reasons, which, together with ourselves, wee humbly 
s^bmitt to your Lordshipps grave consideration, & will 
be ready, upon any directions from your Honors, to 
joyne with the complaynts, to reform what may be amis» 
" either in them oi* us/* 

A. D. 1682, the Hoastmen made an order that no one in 
future who was free of any of the mysteries, unless by patri- 
mony or servitude, should be admitted to the Freedom of 
their Society. 

October 3rd, the same year, another order was made that 
the company should pay ten pounds per annum, during 
their pleasure, to the Master or Usher of St Ann's Chapel, 
in lieu of his care, labour, or pains, for instructing and edu- 
cating poor scholars and children there. 

The company at present (1824) consists of twenty four 
members ; and on the 4th of January, 



.sq. 1 

> Stewards, 
i' 3 



Robert Clayton, Esq. was elected Governor. 

Thomas Gibson, £sq. 

Dixon Brown, Esq. 

Sir Thomas Burdon, Knight, 

Ralph Atkinson, Esq. v . ,. 

r^. ^ ^ > Auditors. 

Thomas Logan Esq. 

Richard Lambert, Esq. 

Robert Rajne, 

Nathaniel John Winch, . 

William Armstrong, 

Gilbert Grey» 

Robert Anthony Purvis, Clerk. 

Thomasine Loraine, Beadle. 

The meetings are held in the Mayor's Chamber, and since 
the granting of the charter by Queen Elizabeth, 839 persons 
have been admitted to their freedom of the company. 
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An ancient record of this society^ which is still in their 
possession, dated ''the x\i^ day of Nouember, in the yere 
of ouyr Lord Grod A thousand four hundreth and four and 
ffyffty/' enjoined them to meet yearly at the Feast of Cor- 
pus Christie to go together in procession as other crafts did, 
and play, at their oivn charge, two plays, viz. : — '' The Crea- 
tion of Adam,'' and "The Flying of our Lady into Egype.^ 
After the plays, the wardens were to be chosen by the com- 
naon assent of the^fellowship ; each man of the said craft to 
be at the procession when his hour was assigned him ; that 
they should nqt take any to apprentice, nor set any to work 
either within the town or without, but such as be the KuQig'«. 
liegeman, on pain of 20d. one half thereof to go to the fel- 
lowship, and the other half to Tyne Bridge ; that no Eng- 
lishman, not being a freeman. Should work in the town, on 
pain of a pound of wax; that if any free brother, or his wife, 
should die, all the lights of the fellowship should be boraie 
before them, according to the custom of the said fellowship. 

A. D. 1614, this frateraity had their meeting-house in a 
lower story of the Whi|e-Fri^-Tower, in the same room 
with the meters, and under the hall of the masons** 

Another ordinary of this society, dated January 19th, 
1660, constituted them a fellowship, with perpetual succes- 
sion, who should meet on the 24th of February, in every 

« Sniries in their old booku*—-''^ 1652, Item ye day of bargnmng 
wth. ye Metiers about ye Tower, spent Is." ^^ 1673, Item paid to 
the Companie of Maisons for repaireing the Tower and ingageing to 
kMpe the same watertliight for teaven years according to the Mi^jea* 
trates order, 448.** ^ Augt 1, 1681. A complaint made by the search* 
era : A place in the fforth viz ye wall that is insufficient The fforth 
att Saodgate Insufficient worke The wall in the Dean att the fixit 
of the painter hoofe Insufficient worker** 

H 
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year, and chooae two stewards, who mi^t make oiders, 
plead, and be impleaded, &c. m the conrts of Newcastle ; 
fliat they should not be molested by the company of ma- 
sons, or the slaters ; that no Foreigner should woik in the 
town, under a penalty of 6b. 8d. ; that none should emjdoy 
an alien bom, under the like penalty; that apprentioes 
should serve seven years, and that no second should be tak- 
en till the first had served three. 

January 21st, 1691, an order was made by the Corpora- 
tion of Newcastle upon Tjne, that ihe staters and tylers 
should not exercise the trade of bricklayii^ and plastering, 
otherwise than in making and mending chimney-tops above 
the slates, and plastering them ; but that the annual acknow- 
ledgement from them to this society should cease to be paid 
in future. 

Nevil-Tower appears to have been repaired by this soci- 
ety for a meeting-house, A. D. 1711, and has continued to 
be their hall ever since. 

The society consists of 1 13 members. 



Mr James Davison, 

Mr Richard Fletcher, ^ ^*««»^- 



' 1 
ier,3 



A&iis. — First Shield. Azure, a chevron or ; in chief a fleur-de-liB 
argent, between two brick-axes, palewise, of the second ; in base a 
bundle of laths of the last Crest.— A dexter aim embowed, vested 
per pale or, and azure, cuffed ai^gent, hoUing in the hand proper, a 
hrick^ae or. Motto. — In God is all our trust, for the Biiddajen. 
Second Shield, Azure, on a chevron engrailed or, between two plas- 
terers' hammers and a trowel argent, in chiefs the hammers handled 
of the second, and a treble flat brush in base of the third, handled of 
the fourth ; a rose gules, seeded or, barbed vert, between two fleun^ 
de-Us of the first Crest.^A dexter arm embowed, habited or, 
cfaaiged with a bend gules, cufied of the last, holding in the hand pro- 
per, a hammer argent, handled or, for the Plasterers. 
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Thb ordinary of this society, dated April 14th> ]648> cit- 
ing one of more ancient date, made them a feUowship, with 
perpetual succession, to meet on the 6th of June every year, 
and choose two wardens, who, with the fellowship, should 
make hy-laws, sue and be sued, &c. in the courts of New- 
castle;: ordered that they should not be molested by the 
company of coopers, pulley-makers, and turners ; that no 
brother should set an alien to work ; that they should take 
apprentices only once in four years, but put their own chil- 
dren to the business, at their pleasure ; and further enjoined 
that they should not impose upon the public by excessive 
prices. January 30th, 1695, there is an order in the books 
of this fraternity, that every brother should pay a fine of 6s. 
8d. for every hundred weight of hemp unsound, ''for rope 
yam for either shipp, keel, water-gins, cole-pitts, or lead- 
mines.'* 

A. D. 1697, the common-council of Newcastle granted to 
this society part of the room at the west^end of the Correc- 
tion-House, in the Manors, lormedy the hall of the coopefs,. 
for a meeting-house. Their present hall is Austin-Tower, 
near the south-east comer of the new gaol, but they general^ 
ly hold their meetings at a tavern. 

The society at present consists of 31 members. 

Thomas Smith, Jun. Esq. 1 
Mr Joseph Crawhall, J 

Arms. — Argent, a chevron, azure, between three rope-hooks, sable. 
Motto. — May hemp bind those that honour wont. 
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The ordinary of this society, dated December 18tb, 1663, 
constituted fire perBons of the occapaticm a fellowsbip, with 
perpetual succesaion, nnd enjoined them to meet yeaily rai 
the 10th of August, and appoint two wardens, who, with 
thefe 
Kewc 
ticesi 
tendi 
thetc 
This 
16fi4. 
tlegr 
foam 
fratec 

Mi . - -,.- 

cil books, of the tower at the south-end of the Town's Wall, 
as having been used as a meeting-house by the house carpen- 
ters, and afterwartis by this society. They now hold their 
meetings at a tavern, and consist of 23 members. 

Mr WiUiam Whittaker Sp^vce,! 

MrTilon,n,Carr, ^ Sle^rd,. 



«Stattonet0. 

The ordinary of this society, dated Ju1y3Snd, 167S, con- 
stituted six upbolsterera, three tin-plate workers, and two 
stationers, a fellowship, with perpetual succession, and or- 
dered them to meet annually on the Sfidi day of July, and 
choose four stewards— two upholsterers, and one of each of 
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the other branches, who, with the society, should have pow- 
er to make by-laws, impose fines, &c.; that apprentices 
should serve seven years, and no second be taken till the 
first bad served Huee ; that they should not interfere with 
each other's callings, and that no person not free of the town 
and this society, should exercise their trade in Newcastle. 

The following orders occur in the books of this fraternity : 
— ^April 3rd, 1766, no upholsterer to employ a taylor in his 
l>ai8iness, on pain of dSd. May 14th, 1716, that all suits 
for or against any branch of the company, should be borne 
by the whole, on pain of £10, to be paid by any one refus- 
ing. July 25th, 1723, that no brother should employ the 
journeyman of another without his consent ; penalty 20s. 
July 27th, 1730, that every brother, upon his marriage, 
shall give to each other brother of the company, and to the 
clerk, a pair of gloves. 

This society holds its meetings in a room in the Guild- 
ball, and consists of Id members. 



Mr Andrew Henderson,'^ 

Mr Thomas Kent, I „ 

Y StgufardM. 



Mr Robert Robson, i 

Mr William Garret, J 

AM,us.^-Fint ShieUU Sable, three pavilions ermine, lined azure, 
garnished or, two and one ; within the pavilion in base, a lamb couch* 
ant, argent, on a cushion, tasselled or, over the head, a cross-patt^ 
fitch^ gules, for the Upholsterers. Second ShMd, Sable, a chevron 
(HT, between three lamps (the two in chie^ one Ught each, fiudng each 
other ; the lamp in base, two lij0its) argent, garnished or, illuminated 
proper. CmssT.— A globular ship-lanthom, or lamp, enngned with a 
regal crown, all proper. Motto.— Amore sitis uniti, for the Tin- 
Plate Workers. ThOtrd Shield, Asure, on a chevron or, between 
thfte bibles lying fesswise gules, garnished, leaved, and dasped of the 
second, (i e. the clasps downwards) an eagle rising proper, indoeed 
by two roses gules, seeded or, barbed vert, fW>m the top of the chie^ 
a demi-circle of glory, edged with clouds proper, thereon a dove dis- 



54 

played ai^gent, over the head a circle of the last Ceebt.— An eagle 
riaiiig proper, within a glory or. Motto.— Yerbum Domini manet 
in sternum, finr the Stationers. 



The Goldsmiths were incorporated by an ordinary, dated 
September 1st, 1636, with the glaziers, plumbers, pewterers, 
and painters. 

They separated from them in tke year 1717. At so re- 
mote a period as A. D. 1249, King Henry III. commanded 
the bailiffs and good men of Newcastle to choose four of the 
most prudent and trusty men of their town for the office of 
monyers there ; and other four like persons for the keeping 
<tf the King's mints, in that town; also two fit and prudent 
goldsmiths to be assayers of the money to be made there. 

An aftsay master was appointed to this society in the year 
1702, which office is now held by Mr.Qbristopher Dinsdale. 

The company consists of 6 members. 



Mr Francis Somerville, 

Mr Richard Nicholson, ^ ^'«^'*- 
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Arms.— Quarterly, goles and azure, in the first and fourth, a leo- 
pard's head or ; in the second and third, a covered cup, and in cfaie^ 
two round buckles, the tongues fesswise, points to the dexter, all of 
the third. Crxst.-*A demi-lady, her arms extended, proper, issuing 
out of clouds of the List, vested gules, garnished or, cuffed argent, 
round her neck a ruff of the last ; in her dexter hand a pair of scales 
of the third ; in her ednister hand a touchstone sable. Motto.— To 
God only be all glory. 
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ENGLISH MYSTERIES, 
MIRACLE PLAYS, 

::IALLT THOSE ANCIENTLY PERFOBHED BY ' 
COHPANIEB OF 

j^etocafffle upon 'iTpne, 

FESTIVAL OF CORPUS CHMSTI. 



HE first trace of theatrical repre- 
sentation in this country is iccoid- 
ed by Matthew Paris, who wrote 
about 1240, end relates that Geof- 
frey, a learned Norman, master of 
the school of the Abbey of Dun- 
stable, composed the play of Sunt 
Catherine, which was acted by his 
. __ scholars. Geoffrey's performance 

took place in the year 1110, and he borrowed copes from 
the sacrist of the neighbouring Abbey of Saint Alban's, to 
dress his characters. Fitz-St^phen writing in 1174, saysf 
thtU 'London, far its theatrical exhibitions, has religions 
plays, either the representations of miracles wrought by holy 
confessors, or the sufferings of martyrs.' The earliest noti- 
ces, however, which we meet with of the performance of 
mysteries by trading societies, are those concerning the idi- 
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gions guild or tetmnity of C<Mrpus Christi at York, wliidi 

was obliged annually to perform a Corpus Chriati play. 

Drake aaya, that this ceremony must have been, in its time,^ 

^ one of the most extraordinary entertainments the city could 

^ exhibit; and would necessarily draw a great concourse of 

peo[^ out of the country to see it Every trade in the city, 
from the highest to the lowest, was obliged to furnish out a 
pageant, at its own expence, on this occasion. Tlie subjects 
were from the History of the Old and New Testament, and 
each trade represented some particular part, and spoke suit- 
able yerses. The religious ceremony of the Corpus Christi 
play and procession was instituted there about the year 
1250 ; it was to be celebrated each year on the Iliursday 
after Trinity Sunday ; and this play, as a piece of rdigious 
pageantry, was so much esteemed that it was acted in that 
city till the twenty-sixth year of Queen Elizabeth, 1684. 

The Chester plays appear to have been first performed 
there in the year 1328, at the expence of the incorporated 
trades of that city, with a thousand days of pardon from the 
Pope, and forty days of pardon from the Bishop of Chester, 
to all who attended the rq^esentation. 

The society of parish clerks of London were peculiaily 
eminent in this species of performance. On the 18th, 19th, 
and 2(Hh of July, 1390, they played interludes at the Skin- 
ner's WeQ, before King Kchard 11., his Queen, and their 
Court ; and at the same place, in 1490, they played the 
Creation of the World, and subjects of the like land, for 
eight successive days, to splendid audiences of the nobility 
and gentry from aU parts of England. 

The Coventry mysteries appear to have been written in 
the year 1416, concerning which, Dogdale relates, in his 
History of Warwickshire, published in 1656, that, " Before 
the suppression of the monasteries, this city was very fri- 
mous for the pageants that were played therein, upon Cor- 
pus Christi Day, (one of their ancient fiiires,} whidi occa- 
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tmoiung Tery great coiiiluenee of people fhither from far and 
mteBx, vas of no small benefit thereto : which pageants be- 
ing acted with mighty state and reverence by the Grey 
Friers, had theatres for the several scene^ very large and 
iiigh, placed upon wheels, and drawn to all the eminent 
parts of the city« for the better advantage of spectators, and 
contained the story of the Old and New Testament, com- 
posed in the old English rithme, as appeareth by an an- 
cient MS, (in BibL Cottoh. Vesp. D. VIII.) intituled, Ludu9 
<Jorpus CAristi, or Ludus Coventnae. I have been told,^ 
«ays Dugdale^ ' by some people, who, in their younger 
years, were eye-witnesses of these pageants so acted, that 
the yearly confluence of people to see that shew was extra- 
ordinary great, and yielded no small advantage to this city/ ** 
Brand says, these performances are reported to have 
heen many of them very indelicate and obscene.* They 
were not without their use however, not ojAj in impressing 
on the rude minds of an unlettered people the chief histo- 

* There can be no doubt that, in the performance of some of the 
Coventry mysteries, Adam and £ve appeared on the stage in a state 
of nudity. * lu the second pageant of the Coventry MS. at the Bri- 
tish Museum,* says Hone,^£ve on being seduced by the serpent, in- 
duces Ajdam to taste the forbidden fruit. He immediately perceives 
iheir nakedness, and says to her, 

Se us naked be for & be hynde, 

Woman ley this leff on thi pryvyte 
And with this leff I shall hyde me.' 

Warton observes, (voL i. p. 244,) *• That this extraordinary specta- 
cle was beheld by a numerous company of both sexes with great com- 
posure : they had the authority of scripture for such a representation, 
and they gave matters just as they found them in the third chapter 
of Genesis.' They were similarly represented in the Chester mys- 
tery, and clothed themselves in the same way. 

I 
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ries of their rdigion, but also in softening dieir manners, at 
that time very g^ss and impure ; creating insensiUy, a re- 
gard for other arts than those of bodily strength and savage 
Talour. 

The earliest mention of the performance of mysteries in 
Newcasde upon Tyne, occurs in the ordinary of the coopers, 
dated January 20th, 1426. 

They are mentioned also in those of the smiths* and glo- 
vers, A. D. 1436 ; skinners, 1437 ; barbers,f 1442 ; slaters,! 
1451 ; bricklayers, 11 1454^ saddlers, 1459; fullers and dyer8,| 
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* The sndths were to play the ^ PurifiGatioiL' 

+ The barbers to pUy the "Bapiysyng of Crist" 

X The following entry occurs in the old book of the sUiters :-» 

#. d 

^ A. p. 1568. The plaers for thear dennares 3 

Item for wyne ., , „•......, 0' 8 

Item for the rede clothe 2 

Item for the care ..,-...„.. ....,.,,.. 20 

Item for four stoopes ,. 6 

Item for dreanke »....., ,..,.• , 6 

Item for bearers of the care and baneres ....... ...^... , 18 

Item in drencke 3d. to them that bare the care Id. to the pLu 

eres in drencke and 2d. the horse mete ,... .,. 6 

Item for the pjper .,....>.....««. •..,.. 8 

Item for detten (^ the swearde 2 

Item for charcole 2d. Item for the detten of the croones 2 

Jtem Bertram Sadler for plaers whan they came home frmn the 

plaje in mete and drenk had , q g»» 

N. B. Their play was " The Offering of Isaac by Abraham.'* 

H The bricklayers were to play '^ The Creation of Adam, and The 
Flying of our Lady into Egype.** 

§ The following memonmduras occur in the old books of the fiiUers 
Und dyers ; — 

^ 1561. The ehaiggs of the play this yere. 

** The play lettine to Sir Robert Hert, Sir William Hert, Geoi^ * 
Walles, lEtobert Murton, 9s. 

^ First for the rehersall of the play before ye crafft 10». Item to 
i»sgiynstrfeUyt nyght 3d. 
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1477 J weavers,* 1527 ; tanners, 1532 ^ goldsmiths, plumb' 
ers, glaziers, pewterers, and painters,f 1536; taylors,J 
1536 ; and of the felt-^makers, curriers, and armourers, 1546 
and 1547. 

A. D. 1552, mention occurs of the merchant-adrenturersy 
as being concenfed in the exhibition of ^ve plays ; one of 
them is assigned to the hoastmen, and charged to the ac- 
count of the corporation. The drapers, mercers, and booth- 
men had probably each one, and the last might belong to 
the spicers, who appear anciently to have been a branch of 
the said fellowship of merchant adventurers. || 

f 
'^ Item for paynting the geyre 10s. Item for a aalmone trout 16d. 

'^ Item for the mawndy loves and caks 2s. 8d. Item for wyn 3s. 
6d. Item for 3 jerds and a d. lyn cloth for God's coot 3s. 2d. ob. 
Item ye hoysse and cot makyng 6d. Item for a payr of gloves 3d. 
Item for the care and banner berryng 20d. Item for the carynge of 
the trowt and wyn about the towne I2d. Item for the mynstrell 12d^ 
Item for 2 spares for stanges 6d. Item for drynk and thayr suppers 
that wated of thepaient ds. Item for tentor howks 3d. Summa to- 
talis dOs. ob. 

*' Item to the clerk this yere because of the play 2s." . 

• The title of the weavers' play was the " Beringe of the Crosse.'* 

f They were to play at their feast " The Three Kyfages of Coleyn." 

The following entry occurs in the first leaf of their old book ; — 

'^ IPS Jesus salvat nos. March day 5, anno salutis 1598. 

" An invoic of all the players apperell pertainyng to the gold- 
amyths, plumers, puderers, glacieres, and paynters. 

^^ Bye beards to the kynges three and for the messonger one with 
iheyr head hayres. 

^' Item three cappes and thre septers and thre crownes. 

" Item one sterre and twey crownes. 

" Item box with our ordinarie and oure playe book." 

J The taylors were to perform " The Descent into Hell." 

I) Merchants' old books,A. D. 1552. 

" Item paide of this revenus abovesaid for the fyve playes where- 
of the towne must pay for the ostmen playe 4L and so theis playes 
paid for with the fees and ordynarie charg's as aperes by perticulers 
wiytten in the stewards booke of this yere ys 31L Is. lid." 

I 2 
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" Hogmagog'' was the title of one of their plays, but hy 
which bi'anph of the society it was acted, is not known.* 

An act was made by the merchants of Newcastle, Mazcb 
23rd, 1480, for settling the order of their procession on Cor* 
pus Christi day.f 

By the ordinary of the millers,^ dated 1578, it seems- the 
Corpus Christi plays were at that time on the decline, and 
never acted but by a special command of the magistrates of 
Newcastle. " Whensbever;'' says that authority> " the 
generall plaies of the towne shall be commanded by the 
mayor, &c." they are to play '^ the antient playe of their 
fellowship, called ' The Deliverance of the Children of Is- 
rell out of the Thraldome, Bondage, aind Servitude of King 
Pharo.'*' 

Thus also in that of the house carpenters, dated July 3hi, 
1579, it is ordered, that " wliensoever the generall plaies of 
the towne shall be plaied,*' they shall play " The Burial of 
Christ," pertaining anciently to the said fellowship. 

To this effect also it was ordered, by that of the masons, 
A. D. 1581, *' that at all times hereafter, for ever, whenso- 
ever the generall plaies of the towne of Newcastle, antiently 
called the Corpus Christi plays, shall be plaied, they shall 
cause to be set forth and plaied among other plaies of the 
saide towne, the plaie antiently named ' The Buriall of our 
Lady Saint Mary the Vii^in.' '' 

And lastly, by the joiners' ordinary, dated 1589, it was 
provided, that *' when3oever it shall be thought necessary 

• Merchants' old books, A. D. 1664. " For the charges in and 
about Hoggmaygowyk 4L 2s.?' 

The charges of " Hogmagoge" occur again A. D. 1668, 148. 2d. 

" A. D. 1661. Corpus Christi plays for the setting fourth as apen 
by the buk 14L 9s. 6d. 

" Anno 6 Edwardi VI. received that was gathered of the ventj- 
ners for the play 398. lOd." 

+ Ibid. 
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by the mayor^ &c. to comand to be sett forth and plaied or 
exercised^ any general playe or martial exercise, they shall 
attend on the same, and do what is assigned them.'' 

The only vestige that remains of the Newcastle mysteries, 
entitled ** Noah's Ark, or the shipwrights' ancient play, or 
dirge," wherein God, an Angel, Noah and his wife, and 
the Deyil, are the characters, may be seen in Brand's His- 
tory of Newcastle. That gentleman says, he sought in 
vain in all the archives of the several societies of that town 
for another, and observes, that after the> reformation, they 
were probably destroyed industriously as reliques of popish 
superstition. 
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AvcHOKS are too well known to 

. require any description in this 
place. 

Annuiety a ring, from the Latin 
Annnihu, 

Argent, the common French word 
for ailtfer, of which metal all 
white fields or charges are sup- 
posed to consist. 

Ark, i. e. Noah's Ark. 

Armed at all points. A term used 
for a man completely covered 
with armour, except his &ce. 

Armed. When the horns, teeth, 
hoofi of huUs, rams, &c. are 
borne of a colour different from 
that of the creature itselJ^ it is 
said to be armed so and so. 

AiHred, a term used in speaking 
of the horns of a stag, goat,&c. 

Axure signifies blue. It is always 
expressed in engraving of arms, 
by horizontal lines. 
B 

Banded. This is said of any thing 
tied round with a band. 

Banner. A flag, standard, or en- 
sign, carried at the end of a 
pole. 

Barbed. The five leaves which 
appear on the outside of a fiiU- 
blown rose, are in heraldry 
called the barbs. A rose gules, 
barbed and seeded proper, is 
to be represented in painting 
thus : The rose gules, the barbs 
vert, and the seeds in the cen- 
tregoM. 

Barry wavy. So called when the 
shield is divided transverse in- 
to several equal partitions by 
waved lines. 

Base. The bottom of the shield 
is called the base; and the 
charges thereon are said to be 
in base. 

Beaner. This term is used to 



signify that part of the helmet 
which defends the sight. 

Bend, an ordinary formed by two 
diogonal lines. 

Bloek'-brushes, a term used by 
heralds to express a bunch of 
kneeholm, or bastard myrtle^ 
used by butchers to clean the 
sur&ce of their chopping-blocks^ 
&c. 

C 

Charged. Shields or or^naries 
carrying some figure are some- 
times said to be charged there- 
with. 

Chevron, resembling the two rafU 
ers of a house, joined together 
in chief, and descending in the 
form of a pair of compasses to 
the extremities of the shield. 

Chief, is an ordinal^ formed by 
a horizontal line, and occupy^i 
in^ the upper third part of the 
shield. 

In Chief, When the diarges are 
placed in the upper part of the 
field, they are termed in chief. 

Couchant signifies a beast lying 
down, but with his head lifted 
up. 

Caunterchanged, is when the field 
is divided by any line of parti" 
tion, and the arms are of two 
colours, or, more properly 
speaking, of a colour and a me* 
tal: although they consist of 
many difierent charges, they 
are termed counterekanged. 

Couped, is when the head or any 
other limb of an animal is cut 
evenly ofil 

Crined, is a term used when the 
hair of an animal differs in 
tincture from its body. 

Cross, an ordinary, composed of 
four lines, two perpendiculars, 
and two transverse. 

Cross-paiee, is small in the cehtre, 
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«nd grows gradually wider to- 
ward the ends, which are very 
broad. 
CroM Staffs a rule used by plumb- 
ers. 

D 
Demi^ or one hal£ 
Dexter^ signifies the right-hand 

side of Uie arms, &c. 
Displayed^ a tenn used to express 
the position of the wings of 
birds when they are expanded. 
Dragon^ a fabulous beast. 

£ 
Eastern Crown^ so termed from 
its being like that worn former- 
ly bj the Jewish kings. 
Embawed, is said of any thing that 

is bent. 
EngraUed. When the edge of a 
chevron, cross, &c is composed 
of little semicircular indents, 
it is said to be enpraUed, 
Enngnedf signifies ornamented. 
Erased^ is sud of the head or 
limb of any creature torn from 
the bodj) so that it seems to 
beja^l^ed. 
Ermine J is black spots on a white 

field. 
EteaUop, A sea shell-fish regu- 
larly indented. 
Expanded^ see digplaykL 

F 
FeMways^ denotes any charse that 
is placed in an horizontu posi- 
tion. 
Fitchee, This term is applied to 
crosses, when the lower branch 
ends in a sharp point. 
Fleam^ a lancet 

Fleur^4i8, This figure hath 
from its first bearing been the 
charge of the royal escutcheon 
of the French kings. 
Fountain^ A. ftmntain is always 
drawn as a roundle barry wavy 
of six argent and azure. 
Fretty, or Frettee. This word is 
used to denote a field, &c. co- 
vered with sticks interlacing 
one another. 

G 
Gauntlet^ an iron glove or armour 
for the hand. 



Garbf a sheaf of any kind of gnun. 
Gardant, is said of any beast look- 
ing fidl-fiiced. 
Garnished, signifies the ornament 
set on any charge whatsoever. 
Glorified, having rays. 
GU)fy, a circle of rays. 
Groae, is a tool used by coopers. 
Gvlet, sigmfies red, and Lb express- 
ed, in engraving coat-armour, 
by perpendicular lines. 
Gyronny, is said to express a field 
when divided into 6, 8, 10, or 
12 triangular parts, of two dif- 
ferent tinctures, and the points 
all unitmg in the centre of the 
field. 

H 
Habited, This word is used to 

denote a figure cloathed. 
Helmet, the armour for the head. 
Hiked, is said of the cross part of 
the handle of a sword, &c in 
order to denote what tinctiure 
it is o£ 

I 
Indorsed, placed back to back. 
Ingrailed, see engrailed. 
Issuing, or Issuant. This term sig- 
nifies proceeding from, and is 
said of an arm or other chaiges 
coming out of clouds, &c. 
L 
lAmbedc, or SOU,^ used by che- 
mists, &c and drawn by he- 
ralds, as in the pewterers' arms. 
Lizard, or Lexard, a beast some- 
what like a mountain or wild 
cat. They are very common 
in Denmark and Sweden. 
M 
Mount, a piece of ground. 

N 
Nebuie signifies clouds, and is 
said of lines which run arched 
in and out. 
Nowed, that is, knotted or tied 
in a knot. 

O 
Or, is a French word signifying 
gold. In en^ving, it is known 
by small pomts, or dots, spread 
all over the field or bearing. 
Opinicus, a fictitious beast, ^he- 
I raldic invention. 
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Ordinariei^ are the principal bear- 
ings in coat'-umour ; as the 
cross, chevron, pale, &c 
P 

Pale^ an ordinary consisting of 
two perpendicular lines, drawn 
from the top to the base of the 
field. 

Palewke^ ngmfies the poisition of 
anj charge borne upright in 
the centre of the field. 

Passant^ a term used for any beast 
when in a walking position. 

PaviUiony a tent. 

Per Fesae^ Per Paie^ |^c are 
terms used to denote the field 
when divided by those parti- 
tion lineck 

Pegaausy a fiibulous horse, with 
wings. 

Pendanty hanging down. 

Phamxy an imagmary bird. 

Pameiy the round ball or knob 
afiixed to the handle of a sword. 

Powderedy a term signifying the 
strewing of a fieli^ crest, &c. 
irregularly with any small fi- 
gures. 

Proper. This term is applied to 
creatures, vegetables, Slc when 
borne in coats of arms in their 
natural colours. 

Q 

Quarterly y a term used for the 
field, when divided into four 
equaJ parts. 

B 

RadkUed. This term is used to 
express any ordinary or charge 
edged ¥dth niys. 

Rampanty a term used to denote 
the position of a lion, &c. 
when standing upright on his 
hinder le^ 

Rmngy apphed to birds preparing 
to fly. 

Rose^ a well known flower, much 
used in coat-armour. 
S 

Sabky signifies black, and in en- 
graving is expressed by per- 
pendicular and horizontid lines 
crossing each other. 



Saiieniy applied to a beast when 
leaping or springing on its hind 
legs. 

SaUiery or SalHre^ one of the or- 
dinaries, and drawn in the form 
of what is commonly called a 
SL Andrew*8 Crosse 

Sea Horae. The upper part is 
formed like a horse, with web- 
bed feet, and the hinder part 
ends in a fish's taiL 

Seeded. See Barbed. 

Sinister^ signifies the left hand 
aide of eveiy thing that iiiued 
m armoury. 

SHpped, is said of a flower or 
branch plucked firom the stock. 

SpoHdOy a surgical instrument. 

Sphere, a globe. 

Surmounted^ is when one chai^ 
is placed upon another. 
T 

TasaeUedy a term applied to cu- 
shions with ornaments pendant 
at the comers. 

Tiiting^Spear, a weapon used in 
tilts and tournaments. 

Tincture^ the colour of any thing 
in ooat-armour. 
U 

Unguledy signifies hoo&d. 
V 

Verty the common French term 
for green. In engraving, this 
colour is express^ by diago- 
nal lines, drawn from the dex- 
ter chief to the sinister base. 

Veatedy signifies clothed. 
W 

Winged, a term applied to the 
wings of birds, &c. when they 
are of a different tincture fi*om 
the body. 

Wreath, an attire for the head, 
composed of two bands of silk 
interwoven : the coloun of the 
silk are usually taken fix>m the 
principal metid and colour con- 
tained in the coat of arms. On 
this ornament, the crest is ge- 
nerally placed. 
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